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In  anfwer  to  his  Pamphlet,  intitled. 

Practical  Obfervations  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  &cJ 

I  N 

Which  he  has  introduced  and  efpoufed  certain  Ani- 
madverfio'ns  of  an  anonymous  Writer  on  the  cele¬ 
brated  Medicine  called  Keyser’s  Pills. 

To  which  is  added, 

A  Tetter  from  the  Learned  ProfefTor  LE  CAT,  of 
Rouen,  with  an  Account  of  a  remarkable  Cure  that 
Gentleman  performed  with  this  Medicine. 
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of  furgeon,  had  openly  adopted  the  fentlments  of 
this  anonymous  writer,  and,  unprovoked  by  me, 
who  have  not  the  honour  of  knowing  him  but 
by  name,  fallen  mo  ft  cruelly  upon  my  medicine,  and 
declared  it  wholly  unfit  for  anfwering  any  of  the 
purpofes  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  which  are  fet 
forth  in  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call  the  plaufible 
Narrative  fo  often  publifhed. 

A  little  candour,  Mr.  Wathen,  nay  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  fay,  a  little  recolle&ion  only,  would 
have  fufiiced  to  fpare  us  both  fome  trouble-,  you, 
that  of  hearing  truths  that  cannot  be  agreeable  to 
you  *,  and  me,  that  of  being  obliged,  in  defence  of 
an  injured  reputation,  and  of  the  real  virtues  of  that 
medicine,  which  has  lb  happily  relieved  numbers 
of  our  fellow  creatures  in  the  mod  deplorable  cafes, 
to  make  thofe  truths  public. 

It  was  matter  of  fome  furprife  to  me,  on  perufing 
your  pamphlet,  Sirt  which  was  fent  me  over  by  my 
correfpondent,  and  is  intitled,  Tragical  Obfervations 
concerning  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  by  Mercury , 
&c.  to  find  that  you,  who  had  thought  fit  to  lay  a- 
fide  the  lancet,  and  take  up  the  pen,  in  order  to 
give  the  world  fatisfadlory  ideas  of  the  properties  of 
medicines,  and  their  modi  agendi  in  the  human 
body,  fhould  not  have  judged  it  more  worthy  of 
your  time  and  labour  to  have  given  us  an  account 
of  the  operations  of  fome  of  thofe  many  univerfally 
received  fpecifics,  whofe  manner  of  a  cling  has  fo 
Jong  puzzled  the  mo  ft  eminent  phyficians  to  account 
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For,  while  their  effedls  were  fo  well  known  and  ap¬ 
plauded  ;  fuch,  for  inflance,  as  the  bark  in  inter¬ 
mitting  fevers,  in  (lopping  the  progrefs  of  a  fphace- 
lus,  with  many  others  too  tedious  to  enumerate,  ra¬ 
ther  than  have  confined  yourfelf  to  the  invefligating 
and  elucidating  the  nature  of  the  cure  of  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  by  mercury ;  a  thing  which  is  known  by 
almofl  every  chirurgical  Tyro  of  a  twelvemonth’s 
(landing,  who  need  not  be  afked  twice  to  anfwer 
with  certainty,  that  mercury  has  not  nor  can  have 
any  other  known  manner  of  operation  but  by  its 
fluidity  and  permeability.  You  doubtlefs  had  your 
reafons  for  confining  yourfelf  to  this  beaten  track, 
rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  being  bewildered  in 
a  chaos  of  fuppofitious  explanations,  which,  upon 
a  flridl  review,  might  not  have  been  held  by  adepts 
in  medicine  as  perfe&ly  infallible.  But  to  come 
more  home  to  the  fubjedt  which  gave  rife  to  thefe 
pages : 

You  are  pleafed  to  fay.  Sir,  for  you  mu  ft  allow 
me  to  look  upon  you  as  the  affertor,  who  (land 
forth  the  promulgator  of  the  tenets  or  refledlions 
of  an  anonymous  writer,  in  the  Introdudlion  to 
your  Ob fer vations,  &c.  that  the  writer  <c  clearly  de- 
“  monflrates,  that  Keyfer’s  pills  (notwithflanding 
“  the  plaufibleNarrative  fo  often  publifhed)  are  not 
fufficient  to  cure  a  confirmed  lues.  He  accounts 
“  (you  tell  us)  for  their  reputation  in  France  from 
the  interefled  patronage  of  the  great,  who  have 
procured  their  general  ufein  the  army  and  navy  ; 
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tc  who  gave  fandtion  to  thofe  furgeons  and  cafes 
“  only,  by  whom  and  in  which  this  medicine  is 
“  ufed ;  that  all  others,  however  fuperior  in  real 
Ci  fuccefs,  are  equally  difcredited  and  negledled  ; 
<c  nay  even  rewards  it  feems  are  given  to  thofe 
“  who  make  ufe  ol  Keyfer’s  pills-,”  and  conclude 
with  a  quotation  in  French  from  the  fame  anony¬ 
mous  writer,  which  in  Enghfh  runs  thus:  “Acon- 
#c  fiderable  volume  might  be  formed  of  well  au- 
<c  then  tic  ated  obfervaticns  that  have  been  made  of 
4t  cafes  in  which  Mr.  Keyfer’s  medicine  has  failed 
<6  of  fuccefs.” 

i 

This  paragragh  runs  off  prettily  enough  % 
but  1  am  forry  to  fay  that  it  wants  that  found¬ 
ation  fo  effentially  neceffary  to  every  fuperltruc- 
ture  of  this  kind,  namely,  truth.  This  I  muff 
take  upon  myfelf  to  prove.  In  the  firft  place, 
you  fay,  “He  (the  anonymous  writer)  demonftrates 
“  that  Keyftr’s  pills  are  not  fufficient  to  cure  a  con- 
<c  firmed  lues.”  By  any  quotation  you  have  hi¬ 
therto  favoured  us  with,  no  fuch  demonftration  ap¬ 
pears  ;  and  I  am  furprifed,  that,  in  the  eagernefs 
of  your  purfuit  to  hunt  down  my  medicine,  you 
fliould  not  have  refiedted  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  given  us  fome  extracts  from  this  curious  pro¬ 
duction,  containing  the  arguments  againft  the  me¬ 
dicine,  with  an  account  of  cafes  in  which  it  has 
failed  of  fuccefs,  or  an  analyfis  of  the  medicine  it- 
felf,  all  tending  to  demonftrate  its  inefficacy  orun- 
fitnefs  for  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  adminiftered. 

But 
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But  nothing  of  all  this  appears,  and  the  public  arc 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ipfe  dixit  of  an  anonymous 
writer,  which  is  very  feldom  regarded  by  men  of 
fenfe  ;  and  Mr.  Wathen  certainly  can  do  himfelf 
very  little  credit,  by  quoting  random  paflages  of 
fuch  a  performance  againft  a  medicine,  efpecially  as 
it  will  be  made  appear  that  the  writer  has  adled  as 
invidioufly  as  unjuftly  on  his  part. 

But  you,  with  this  writer,  are  pleafed  to  account 
for  the  reputation  of  thefe  pills  in  France,  &c.  (for 
it  feems  you  allow  them  to  have  acquired  fome  re¬ 
putation)  “  from  the  interefted  patronage  of  the 
great,  &c.”  Is  it  pofiible,  Mr. Wathen,  is  it  poffible 
that  a  gentleman,  who,  like  yon,  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  have  fome  acquaintance  with  the  genteel  world, 
can  (loop  fo  le  as  to  be  the  retailer  of  fuch  illibe¬ 
ral  refie&ions  on  men  of  the  firft  rank  and  charac¬ 
ter  in  a  learned  and  polite  nation  ?  Does  honour, 
humanity,  and  truth,  refide  no  where  but  in  your 
country  ?  Let  me  afk  Mr.  Wathen,  does  he  think 
fo  meanly  of  the  great  perfonages  immediately  a- 
bout  a  court,  and  the  prefence  of  their  fovereign, 
and  who  many  of  them,  from  them  military  offices, 
have  the  inlpedlion  of  the  health  and  treatment  of 
ihofe  brave  fellows  who  have  ventured  their  lives  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  that  they  are  to  be,  by 
any  conlideration  whatever,  biaffed  to  give  their, 
fanction  to  the  ufe  of  a  medicine,  which,  inftead  of 
alleviating  the  diforders  of  the  wretched  iufferers3 
Ihall  leave  them  in  the  fame  or  a  worfe  ftatc  than  it 

firft 
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firft  found  them  In  ?  Do  you,  Sir,  hold  the  great  and 
the  eminent  in  your  own  profeftion  in  fo  contempti¬ 
ble  a  light  (not  to  give  it  a  more  harfh  appellation) 
as  even  to  fuppofe,  that  if  yourfelf  was  to  apply  to 
them,  with  all  the  advantages  of  the  moft  powerful 
intereft,  you  could  bring  them  to  be  advocates  for, 
and  conftant  adminiftrators  in  their  own  practice 
of  a  precarious  remedy,  and  thereby  hazard  their 
own  juftly -  acquired  reputation,  to  anfwer  the  pri¬ 
vate  and  interefted  ends  of  an  empiric ;  efpecially 
when  the  eafe  and  health  of  numbers  of  their  fel¬ 
low  creatures  were  fo  nearly  concerned  in  it?  Let 
me  then  tell  you,  Sir,  that  the  many  perfons  of  the 
firft  confideration  in  phyfic  and  forgery,  in  moft  of 
the  capital  cities  in  Europe,  who  have  favoured  me 
with  very  flattering  and  full  certificates,  would  as 
much  difdain  fuch  a  conduct,  or  even  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  it,  and  would  rejeCt  with  the  deferved 
contempt  any  man  ignorant  or  impudent  enough 
to  folicit  their  countenance  in  behalf  of  any 
method  of  cure  that  did  not  to  them  carry  the  con¬ 
viction  of  rationality  and  experience  to  recom¬ 
mend  it?  Then  let  me  acquaint  you,  if  haply  you 
know  it  not,  that  in  the  kingdom  of  France  in  par¬ 
ticular  no  noftrum  can  be  fold  without  having  pre- 
vioufly  undergone  the  examination  of  gentlemen 
appointed  by  the  faculty  of  phyfic.  The  French 
government,  by  the  excellency  of  its  police,  pro¬ 
tects  the  lives  of  its  people  from  being  deftroyed 
by  quack  medicines.  It  is  true,  great  encourage. 

meat 
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ment  is  given  to  the  profeffon  of  arts  and  fciencesi 
There  is  a  large  field  open  before  them,  where  each 
may  fhew  his  abilities  to  do  good,  but  not  to  do 
any  mifchief,  at  the  fame  time  that  emulation  is 
encouraged,  which  has  for  its  objedt  the  advantage 
and  benefit  of  mankind.  Thus,  when  a  man  of 
genius  has  made  any  new  difcovery  in  phyfic,  or 
improvement  in  any  branch  whatever  of  the  ufefui 
arts  or  fciences,  it  is  immediately  laid  before  the 
proper  judges  whole  province  it  is  to  take  cogni¬ 
zance  thereof,  and  examine  with  the  greatefi:  ex- 
adlnefs  the  merits  of  the  author,  whom,  if  approved, 
they  reward  accordingly.  This  has  already  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  favour,  Sir :  my  medicine,  after  the 
ftridteft  fcrutiny,  and  a  courfe  of  the  moll  accurate 
and  impartial  experiments,  in  various  cafes,  has 
been  deemed  by  judges,  as  unbiased  as  they 
are  difcerning,  worthy  to  be  recommended  to  uni- 
verfal  practice,  and  is  now  adtually  in  full  and  con- 
ftant,  and  permit  me  to  fay,  fuccefsful  ufe  in  the 
hofpitals  and  army,  for  curing  the  Venereal  diftem- 
per ;  and  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefly,  who  is  no  more 
fufceptible  of  impofitions  than  other  crowned  heads, 
has,  in  confequence  of  the  united  attelfations  of  the 
molt  eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  his  courc 
and  kingdom,  been  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  honour 
and  reward  me  with  a  royal  penfion  of  10,000  li- 
vres  (or  about  500I.  Englifli  fterling)  a  year.  And 
as  a  (fill  further  mark  or  his  royal  favour,  and  of 
the  eiteem  in  which  he  holds  my  medicine,  after 

having 
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*  V 

having  purchafed  the  fecret  of  me  for  a  very  hand" 
fome  canfideration,  he  caufes  the  medicine  to  be 
given  to  ail  his  poor  foldiersin  the  feveral  hofpitals 
at  his  own  expence;  but  at  the  fame  time  permits 
me  to  enjoy  the  benefit  arifing  from  vending  the 
fame  during  my  life,  or  of  difpofing  of  the  fecret 
(which  i  have  as  yet  made  known  only  to  his  mod 
Chriftian  Majefty  and  the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Biron) 
to  my  own  bed  advantage.  Thefe  teftimonials, 
in  favour  of  my  character,  and  that  of  my  medi¬ 
cine,  are,  I  confefs,  too  flattering  for  me  to  pafs 
over  unnoticed.  As  to  the  fuggedion,  or  ra¬ 
ther  confident  aflertion,  of  the  anonymous  writer, 
that  rewards  have  been  given  to  perfons  for  making 
ufe  of  my  pills,  it  carries  with  it  fomething  fo  very 
abfurdand  repugnant  to  common  fenie,  or  a  know- 
lege  of  mankind,  that  it  merits  not  a  reply. 

With  regard  to  the  analyfis  my  medicine  under¬ 
went  by  Meff.  Piat  and  Cadet,  apothecaries  at 
Paris,  which  you  take  notice  of  in  the  13th  page 
of  your  Introduction ;  this  is  a  circumfiance  that 
rather  does  honour  to  the  remedy  than  otherwife. 
The  occafion  of  this  analyfis  being  made,  was  a 
book  written  by  an  anonymous  writer,  charging  it 
to  be  a  compofition  of  corrofive  fublimate,  and 
Confequently  injurious  in  its  effects  ;  whereupon 
the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Biron,  who  was  and  dill  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  avowed  patron  of  this  medicine, 
from  a  knowledge  of  its  compofition,  and  a  con¬ 
viction  of  its  utility,  in  order  to  convince  the  pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  of  the  injuftice  of  the  anonymous  writer’s 
charge,  ordered  this  analyfis  to  be  made  ;  the  re- 
fult  of  which  was,  as  your  Introdudfion  obferves, 
that  my  medicines  were  found  to  be  pure  mercury, 
perfectly  divided,  by  means  of  a  vegetable  acid,  and 
by  the  help  of  a  certain  machine,  conftructed  at  my 
requeft,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Vaucanfon.  But  to 
what  does  all  this  tend,  but  to  prove  that  it  is  not 
of  that  corrofive  and  dangerous  nature  which  the 
anonymous  writer  would  have  made  the  world  be¬ 
lieve  ?  He  himfelf  (who  proved  to  be  no  lefs  a  per- 
fon  than  the  learned  Dr.  Aftruc)  did  afterwards  can¬ 
didly  acknowledge  his  error,  and  retradt  his  af- 
fertions. 

But  pray,  Sir,  what  authority  have  either  you  or 
the  anonymous  writer,  who  feems  to  be  your  oracle, 
to  afiert  fo  boldly,  nay  even  to  appeal  to  your  Eng- 
lifh  lurgeons,  Meff.  Hawkins  and  Bromfield  *,  thar, 
after  the  moft  candid  trials,  they  have  both  of 
them  rejected  my  pills,  as  not  only  infufficient,  but 
very  injurious?  What  the  opinion  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  concerning  the  folution  of  fublimate,  which 
isfo  artfully  tacked  to  the  mention  of  my  medicine, 
may  be,  is  no  bufinefs  of  mine.  But  1  muff  tell 
you,  and  that,  Sir,  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
thofe  gentlemen  are  io  far  from  regarding  my  medi¬ 
cines  in  the  dangerous  or  contemptible  iight  here 
reprefented,  that  at  this  very  time  a  powder 

*  See  pagexiv.  of  the  Introdu&ion* 
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fimilar  to  that  of  which  my  pills  are  compofed,  is 
made  ufe  of  in  the  hofpital  they  fuperintend. 

Many  endeavour  to  prepare  mercury  after  my  fup» 
pofed  method,  by  a  long  and  conftant  trituration,  fo 
as  to  effedl  a  perfedt  divifion  of  its  parts.  All  this 
labour  and  pains,  which  I  am  forry  to  fay,  will  fail 
them  at  laid,  would  not  furely  be  worthwhile,  unlefs 
they  conceived  fome  degree  of  virtue  and  efficacy 
to  refide  in  my  preparations,  which  they  would 
thus  imitate*. 

But  now,  Sir,  I  come  to  that  part  of  your  In¬ 
troduction,  where  you  attack  me  in  your  own  per- 
fon.  And  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  retort  on  you 
your  own  words,  in  your  13th  obfervation,  where, 
ipeaking  of  mercury’s  being  the  only  medicine  for 
curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  you  iay,  “  It  is  well 
“  known  (however  difingenuous  it  may  be)  that 
<£  fome  who  have  appeared  mod  confpicuous  in  op- 
<c  pofition  to  it,  have  notwithftanding  had  recourfe 
“  to  it  in  their  private  practice,  and  thus  difcovered 
“  their  real  fentiments/’  I  could  wifh  that  no  part 
of  Mr.  Wathen’s  condudl,  in  reipect  to  my  remedy 
had  fallen  under  the  cenfure  of  this  his  own 
very  juft  obfervation,  and  that  he  had  not  fo  incon- 
fiderately  joined  in  the  attack  on  the  reputation  of 
a  brother  furgeon,  by  chiming  in  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  an  anonymous  author,  who  as  falfely  as 
ignorantly  has  advanced  feverai  things  againft  my 

*  The  analyfing  of  a  medicine  may  fhew  what  is  not  in  it, 
but  cannot  always  fhew  its  component  parts,  nor  the  methods  of 
compounding  them. 
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medicine,  which  I  defy  him  to  prove,  or  even  to 
make  good  the  lead  of  his  affections.  But  to  pro¬ 
ceed  : 

You  fay,  in  the  13th  page  of  your  Introdudion, 
<c  He  the  author  of  the  Par  allele,  &c.)  afferts  with 
“  me  (obferve  that  me ,  Mr.  Wathen!)  that  this 
“  medicine  (of  Mr.  Keyfer’s )  is  more  flow,  uncer- 
“  tain,  and  dangerous ,  than  any  of  the  common  in- 
“  ternal  mercurial  preparations,  to  be  met  with  in 
<c  every  difpenfatory  or  chemical  archive  ;  and 
c<  produces  a  multitude  of  credible  witneffes  in 
<c  proof  of  his  afTertion.** 

To  you  now.  Sir,  I  cppeal  againft  yourfelf ;  I 
appeal  to  your  own  words,  your  own  experience, 
and  your  own  pradice,  to  refute  all  and  every 
ly liable  this  anonymous  author  can  poflibly  fay 
againft  the  good  effeds  of  my  medicine.  Some 
people,  from  motives  of  felf-intereft,  will  dif- 
guife  their  real  thoughts  •,  but  to  a  man  of  de¬ 
licate  fentiments,  acquired  by  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion,  this  kind  of  diftimulation  is  fuppofed  to 
appear  low  and  unwarrantable.  What  then  am  I 
to  think,  Sir,  who  have  now  lying  before  me  letters 
from  my  correfpondent  in  London,  a  gentleman  of 
eftablifhed  charader,  alluring  me,  that  you,  Mr. 
Wathen,  have  not  only  made  ufe  of  Keyfer’s  pills 
in  your  private  pradice  forfometime,  but  have  praif? 
ed  them  even  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  to  my  cor¬ 
refpondent  ?  nay,  that  you  was  fo  very  fond  of  thefe 
pills,  that  you  not  long  fince  applied  to  that  gentle, 
man  to  let  you  fubfcnbe  three  or  five  hundred  pounds 
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In  order  to  become  a  joint  purchafer  of  the  fecret  oF 
that  medicine,  provided  Mr.  Key fer  would  fell  it  to 
four  or  fix  purchafers,  who  fhould  become  propri¬ 
etors  of  it  in  England ;  that  you  have  told  that 
perfon  over  and  over,  that  they  more  than  anfwered 
your  moft  fanguine  expectations :  you  was  even 
pleafed  to  give  fome  inftances  of  their  fuccefs, 
particularly  in  a  lady  of  a  nervous  and  weakly  con- 
ftitution,  whom  her  hufband  had  injured ;  and 
that  you  had  been  extremely  embarraffed  in  your 
endeavours  to  remove  her  complaints,  as  you  laid 
that  all  other  preparations  of  mercury,  however 
foftened  by  all  the  art  you  could  make  ufe  of,  or 
guarded  by  the  moll  cautious  adminiftration, 
proved  rather  hurtful,  and  productive  of  bad  con- 
fequences,  to  the  patient,  than  any  way  contribu¬ 
ted  to  her  relief.  \t  is  true,  indeed,  you  never  let 
this  or  any  other  patient  in  her  way  know  that 
they  wereKeyfer’s  pills  you  gave  them,  for  reafons 
very  obvious. 

And  here.  Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
you  have  been  a  little  wanting  in  that  candour  and 
ingenuity  which  we  naturally  look  for  in  perfons 
who,  by  their  education  or  profeflion,  are  raifed  a- 
bove  the  prejudices  or  meanneffes  of  the  vulgar. 
The  fads  I  have  mentioned  happened  about  two 
years  fince-,  therefore,  had  you,  in  the  courfe  of  any 
fubfequent  trials,  found  my  medicine  fall  fhort  of 
the  efficacy  you  was  at  fir  ft  inclined  to  believe  it 
pofiefled, would  it  not  have  been  more  fatisfadory  to 
the  public,  more  agreeable  to  the  charader  of  the 
•  -  "  furgeon 
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furgeon,  the  gentleman,  and  the  humanift,  to  have 
offered  a  candid  and  clear  refutation  of  the  fuppo- 
fed  virtues  afcribed  to  thefe  pills  ?  to  have  given 
fome  few  cafes,  judicioufly  and  impartially  feledted 
for  the  view  of  the  public,  where  they  have  failed 
under  your  hands  of  late,  and  from  thence  have 
deduced  your  reafons  for  now  endeavouring  to  ex¬ 
plode  their  ufe,  and  fligmatizing  them  with  the 
pharadter  of  being  a  more  flow,  uncertain,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  medicine ,  &c.  ?  for  I  am  afraid  the  former 
warm  expreffions  of  your’s  in  their  favour  will  be 
thought  by  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  public  to 
agree  very  ill  with  your  prefent  affertions. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  have  not  leifure  to 
maintain  a  paper-war  with  you,  and  was  compelled 
to  appear  in  print  this  time,  to  vindicate  my  own 
character  as  a  furgeon  in  that  of  the  medicine  I 
have  invented,  and  whofe  ufe  I  recommend  ;  and 
therefore  I  fhall  cut  fhort  the  difpute,  and  content 
myfelf  with  having  thus  exhibited  the  true  ftate  of 
the  treatment  I  have  received,  leaving  to  the  im¬ 
partial  public  to  judge  between  us. 

But  before  I  entirely  take  my  leave  of  you,  I 
fhall  endeavour.  Sir,  to  (hew  the  great  difference 
between  your  (  newly-adopted)  opinion  of  my  me¬ 
dicine,  and  that  of  others  in  the  faculty.  Thefe 
are  not  ordinary  evidences  which  I  am  about  to 
produce,  but  gentlemen  of  reputation  in  the  pro- 
feffion,  whofe  judgments  are  to  be  depended  upon, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  will  do  honour  to  any  caufe,  were 
they  to  give  a  preference  either  to  my  medicine,  or 

the 
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the  other  mercurial  preparations  commonly  made 
ufe  of  in  the  cure  of  venereal  diforders.  Let  the 
fads  give  evidence  for  themfelves. 

Mr.  Guerin,  a  celebrated  furgeon  in  Paris, 
whofe  name  is  held  in  deferved  edeem  by  every 
gentleman  of  the  profefiion,  has,  with  didinguiffied 
candour,  given  the  following  faithful  narrative  of 
the  effeds  which  he  has  feen  produced  by  this  re¬ 
medy,  in  the  courfe  of  his  own  pradice,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  years,  in  the  hofpital  which  was 
founded  by  the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Biron  for  difpen- 
Jftng  it  to  the  French  guards. 

I.  u  The  remedy  (fays  he)  is  good,  and  free  from 
all  manner  of  inconvenience.  Already  (in  the 
fpace  of  two  years)  500  foldiers  have  been  fuccef- 
fively  cured  in  the  above-mentioned  hofpital,  and 
I  can  aver  of  mod  grievous  diforders,  that  for  the 
mod  part  had  been  miffed  by  the  bed  approved  ufu- 
al  methods,  and  in  which  mercurial  fridions  have 
proved  ineffedual. 

II.  “  I  have  had  the  management  of  this  reme¬ 
dy  myfelf,  and  have  effeded  by  it  cures  that  ado- 
niffied  me. 

III.  “  I  prefcribed  it  condantiy,  and  have  not 
as  yet  met  with  any  accident  to  make  me  doubt, 
not  only  of  its  efficacy,  but  even  of  its  Juperiority 
over  all  the  antivenereal  remedies  hitherto  known. 
I  am  fenfible  that  no  medicine  ever  has  been  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  fo  furioudy  attacked  as  this  by  all  the 
fuggeftions  of  jealoufy  and  envy  *  but  the  candid, 
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and  rational  pra&itioner  will  by  a  very  few  trials 
be  convinced  that  felf-intereft  has  been  the  caufe 
of  all  this  oppofition. 

IV.  “  I  find  that  this  remedy  demands  fcarce 
any  preparations,  not  even  baths,  except  in  fuch 
cafes  where  you  may  judge  them  neceffary;  no 
other  regimen  need  be  prefcribed  to  the  Tick,  but 
to  avoid  being  guilty  of  excefs.  A  patient  may  be 
cured  by  this  remedy  without  any  perlon  about 
him,  fervant  or  others,  harbouring  the  lead  fuf- 
piciori. 

(Signed)  GUERIN.” 

The  above  is  an  abftradl  from  a  letter  wrote  by 
this  gentleman  to  a  furgeon  of  fome  eminence  ia 
London.  To  this  certificate,  among  many  others, 
of  the  virtues  of  my  medicine,  I  fhall  fubjoin  two 
very  extraordinary  cafes,  certified  by  MefT.  de  la 
Faye  and  Morand,  men  of  the  moft  eftablifhed 
reputation  and  character  in  their  profefiion. 

“  The  firft  is  that  of  Mr.  Du  Bois  *,  principal 
<c  fervant  to  Monfieur  Le  Maitre,  Treafurer  Ge- 
“  neral  of  Artillery.  His  cafe  was  as  follows  :  All 
“  the  upper  part  of  the  coronal-bone  f  was  exoflo- 

#  See  a  Narrative  of  the  effects  of  a  medicine  difcovered  by 
Mr.  Keyfer,  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  &c.  publifhed 
in  London  by  James  Cowper,  M.  D.  printed  for  Mr.  Nicoll  in 
St.  Paul’s  Church  Yard,  and  to  be  had  of  all  the  Bookfellera  in 
Great  Britain,  Price  is. 

t  Coronal  Bone,  is  the  upper  part  of  the  fkull. 
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44fed*;  all  the  articulations  f  of  his  fhoulders, 

44  arms,  and  hands,  were  anchilofed  t ;  the  joint: 

44  of  the  wrift,  with  the  bone  of  the  arm,  were  iur- 

44  rounded  with  a  tumour  of  a  mod:  enormous  fize, 

/  ....  . 

44  and  fo  pernicious  in  its  effeCf,  as  to  diftort  the 

44  wrift  upwards  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his  fingers 

44  laid  upon  the  fore  part  of  his  arm  :  All  the  fingers 

46  of  this  hand  were  exoftofed  and  contracted  ;  the 

44  whole  arm  was  emaciated,  and  looked  withered; 

44  The  tibia,  or  fhin-bone,  was  likewife  exoftofed 

44  in  its  whole  length  :  two  deep  and  malignant 

44  ulcers  preyed  upon  the  left  leg,  the  bone  of 

44  which  was  carious,  or  rotten  :  the  fuperior  pare 

44  of  the  right  fhin  bone  was  exoftofed;  the  moil 

44  fevere  and  acute  pains,  all  over  his  body,  were  felt 

44  night  and  day  without  ceafing;  a  heCtic  fever,  ac- 

44  compained  with  a  cough  and  fpitting  of  purulent 

44  corrupted  matter;  no  deep,  and  a  continual  Ioath- 

44  ing  of  all  food  :  his  body  became  emaciated  to 

44  the  greateft  degree,  and  reduced  to  the  lad:  ftate 

44  of  weaknefs. 

*  | 

44  Meft.  de  la  Faye  and  Morand,  whofe  patient 
44  he  was  for  two  years,  declared  that  they  had 
44  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  cure  the  faid 

*  Exoftofed ,  fignifies  a  fuelling  or  protuberance  of  a  bone, 
and  fometimes  out  of  its  natural  place,  and  often  produces  a 
mortification  if  not  prevented  in  time. 

+  Articulations ,  fignify  the  joints  of  the  body. 

J  Anchilofed ,  fignifies  a  contra&ion,  ftifFnefs,  and  immoveable - 

saefs  of  the  joints- 

44  patient. 
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«<  patient,  but  could  not  fucceed.  Dr.  de  la  Mot te, 
««  an  eminent  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  had 
“  alfo  attended  him.  Thefe  three  gentlemen  de- 
«  dared  and  certified,  That  Mr.  Keyfer’s  medicine 
“  had  performed  a  moll  adonifhing  cure  on  his 
<c  patient,  to  whom  he  adminiftered  this  admirable 
“  remedy  on  the  id  of  March  1760,  and  accom- 
“  plifhed  the  cure  in  four  months  *,  which  was  at- 
«  tefted  by  Dr.  de  la  Motte,  MefT.  de  la  Faye  and 
“  Morand,  celebrated  furgeons  at  Paris,  in  the 
c<  month  of  Augud  1761  ;  at  which  time  he  (fill 
continued  to  enjoy  a  mod  periedf  date  of  health, 
u  without  having  the  lead  return  of  any  of  his  for- 
iC  mer  frightful  fymptoms.” 

The  fecond  cafe  is  defcribed  and  the  cure  atteft- 
ed  by  the  famous  ProfedbrLe  Cat,  the  fird  anato- 
mid,  and  one  of  the  mod  eminent  furgeons  in 
Europe.  I  fhall  give  it  in  his  own  words,  as  they 
ftand  in  a  letter  he  was  very  lately  *  fo  obliging  to 
write  me  on  the  fubjedfc  of  my  medicine. 

LETTER  from  Mr.  LeCat,  DodtorofPhyfic, 
and  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Rouen, 
Profeffor  and  Demondrator  Royal  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  ;  of  the  Royal  Academies  of  Paris, 
London,  Madrid,  and  Lyons,  and  of  that  of 

*  This  is  the  fecond  letter  from  the  learned  Profeffor  Le  Cat 
to  Mr.  Keyfer.  His  fird  letter,  of  a  very  extraordinary  cafe, 
was  publifhed  three  years  fince;  we  may  conclude  from  this  fe¬ 
cond,  that  Mr.  Le  Cat  has  not  like  Mr.  Wathen  changed  his 
•pinion  of  my  remedy. 

D  Bologna  * 
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Bologna;  of  the  Imperial  Academies  of  the  Cu* 
rious  of  Nature,  and  of  St.  Peterfburg  ;  Perpe¬ 
tual  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Rouen,  &c. 

fo  Mr.  Keyser,  on  occafion  of  an  extraordinary 
Cure  performed  by  his  Pills. 

u  S  I  R,  Rouen,  27th  May  1765J 

44  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  it  v/as  in  confequence 
44  of  the  well-authenticated  teftimonials  of  two 
44  furgeons  of  the  greateft  reputation  in  Paris, 
44  Meff  Morand  and  Guerin,  who  had  themfelves 
44  been  eye-witneffes  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  medicine 
44  in  the  hofpital  founded  by  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
44  Biron,  that  I  determined  to  make  a  trial  of  it 
44  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
44  time,  being  convinced  by  my  own  repeated  expe- 
44  rienceofits  efficacy,  I  publickly  adopted  itsufe 
44  in  my  practice.  A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Signard, 
44  who  is  now  become  one  of  your’s,  happening  to 
44  be  at  my  houfe  for  fome  days,  afflicted  in  a  de- 
44  plorable  manner  with  a  diforder  in  which  your 
*4  pills  *  are  of  particular  ufe,  I  advifed  him  by  all 
44  means  to  try  them  at  his  return  to  Paris,  and  at 
44  the  fame  time  recommended  him  to  advife  with 
44  you;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that,  by  your 
44  great  care,  and  the  help  of  your  medicine,  he 

*  The  French  term  is  dragees,  i.  e.  medicinal  fugar-plumbs, 
or  comfits. 

44  recovered 
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f€  recovered  perfectly  a  health,  which  every  one 
“  that  knew  him  believed  irreparably  loft.  Mr. 
64  Petit,  Phyfician  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  has,  as 
<c  well  as  myfelf,  given  you  an  authentic  atteftation 
“  of  that  truly  noble  cure,  as  indeed  no  perfon, 
cc  who  has  a  regard  for  truth,  can  refufe  his  tefti- 
“  mony  to  fads,  the  publication  of  which  has 
“  fuch  evident  tendency  to  the  welfare  of  mankind 
“  in  general.  Forfome  time  after  the  above-men- 
<c  tioned  inftance,  tho’  I  have  conftantly  perfifted 
£<  in  the  ufe  of  your  pills,  Sir,  I  have  not  met  with 
c<  any  cures  worthy  of  being  particularly  noticed, 
“  till  lately  I  have  performed  one  in  the  courfe  of 
ec  my  pradice,  which  I  think  extremely  well  adap- 
<c  ted,  not  only  to  recall  the  good  opinion  of  fome 
cc  in  favour  of  your  medicine,  who  really  thought 
44  it  not  at  all  fuperior,  if  even  equal,  to  the  com- 
<c  mon  method  of  mercurial  fridions  ;  but  alfo  to 
£C  filence  thofe  who,  confulting  their  own  interefts, 
44  rather  than  the  advantageof  their  fellow  creatures, 
“  have  decried  your  pills,  merely  becaufe  the  ufe 
cc  of  them  confiderably  leflcned  their  profits ;  for  it 
<c  is  beyond  doubt,  Sir,  that  the  publication  of 
<c  our  medicine  gave  a  mortal  blow  to  the  pecuniary 
“  interefts  of  furgery  ;  and  I  am  afraid  there  are 
<c  very  few  of  its  profefiors  fufficiently  friends 
cc  to  the  community  to  facrifice  thofe  without 
iC  fome  regret.  But  to  proceed  to  arelation  of 
*G  the  cafe  : 


Mr, 
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•  <c  Mr.  Le  Ch - C — — ,  Captain  in  the  regiment 

cc  of  D - ,  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed 

44  pox ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  in  one  of 
44  our  fea*ports  in  Normandy,  were  of  opinion  that 
44  he  had  nothing  left,  but  to  fubmit  to  be  laid  down 
44  in  a  falivation.  Accordingly,  about  the  latter 
44  end  of  June  laft  y  ar,  after  bleeding,  purging, 
44  the  ufe  of  proper  baths,  and  ail  the  neceffary 
44  precautions  to  infure  Accel's  ufually  premifed  in 
44  thefe  cafes,  the  proper  frictions  were  administered 
44  in  a  pretty  ample  and  frequent  manner.  Thefe 
44  foon  raifed  a  very  copious  falivation,  which  conii- 
44  nuedtheufual  fpace  of  t:me.  At  the  i  ith  rubbing 
44  all  the  fymptoms  difappeared  ;  at  the  ibth,  (for 
44  the  patient  underwent  rh;it  number)  the  dilorder 
44  feemed  entirely  conquered,  but  the  fpitting  dill 
44  continued  Hereupon  they  gave  him  repeated 
44  purges,  and  in  large  doles,  in  order  to  carry  off 
44  the  redundant  falivation,  which  at  length  they 
44  effected,  and  the  gentleman  thought  himlelf  well 
4t  enough  to  go  abroad;  but,  about  the  beginning 
44  of  November,  he  was  obliged  to  take  to  his 
44  houfe  again,  on  the  re-appearance  of  fome  of  the 
44  former  fymptoms,  and  had  already  been  feveral 
44  months  under  the  hands  of  phyficians  and  fur- 
64  geons,  and  he  continued  fo  to  be,  during  the 
44  whole  month  of  November,  on  account  of  the 
44  return  of  certain  ulcers  that  occupied  the  roof  of 
44  the  mouth  and  the  throat.  The  gentlemen  whoat- 
4C  tended  him,  having  in  vain  tried  all  their  fkillto 

44  remove 
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remove  thefe  ugly  fymptoms  he  applied  to  me  a* 
cc  Rouen,  in  a  moft  pitiable  condition.  I  mult 
“  confefs  that  I  could  not  help  being  ftartled  at 
“  the  havock  thefe  ulcers  had  made  on  the  parts 
€c  affedled  *,  the  roof  of  his  mouth  was  all  befpread 
cc  with  them,  and  the  integuments  of  the  palate 
“  and  throat  were  deeply  corroded,  as  was  alfo  the 
“  pharynx.  Thefe  ulcers  were  attended  with  a 
“  violent  inflammation,  that  affedted  the  whole 
<c  euftachian  tube,  and  from  thence  communi- 
cc  cated  itfelf  to  the  organs  of  hearing,  occa- 
tc  fioning  a  deafnefs.  On  the  right-fide  of  the 
upper  jaw,  near  the  nofe,  was  a  hard  fcab,  as 
<c  large  as  the  end  of  one’s  finger,  under  which  was 
6C  an  ulcer  of  the  fame  fize,  which  had  eaten  entire- 
<£  ly  thro’  the  lip.  But  the  moft  affii&ing  circum- 
“  ftance  of  all  was,  that  his  body  was  reduced  to 
6C  a  mere  fkrleton,  which  he  could, but  with  the  ut- 
cc  moft  difficulty, drag  about.  In  thisfituation,tho’  I 
tc  heartily  wiffied.  Sir,  by  means  of  your  medicine, 
<c  to  reftore  to  life  and  health  a  brave  fervant  of 
*c  his  Majefty  thus  cruel  y  afflicted  ;  yet,  on  the 
<c  other  hand,  I  thought  the  cure  fo  hazardous,  not 
cc  to  fay  even  rafh,  that  I  advifed  him  to  go  to 
cc  Paris  for  affiftance  ;  but  he  would  not  hear  men- 
<c  tion  of  it.  Indeed,  I  believe,  he  thought  he  had 
<c  not  ftreng'h  enough  to  fupport  the  length  of  the 
cc  journey,  without  being  carried  in  a  very  eafy 
14  conveyance.  But,  independent  of  that  circum- 
cc  ftance,  he  allured  me}  that  he  had  fuch  a  confi- 

“  dence 
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52  dence  in  me,  that  he  was  ahfolutely  refolved  tQ 
continue  at  Rouen,  and  fubmit  entirely  to  any 
*6  method  I  fhould  think  proper  to  try  with  him. 
<c  Unfortunately  for  us  both,  he  had  imbibed  a 
ftrong  prepoffefiion  againft  your  pills,  and  he  had 
ct  ftill  greater  reafon  to  be  averfe  to  the  ordinary 
ec  method  by  falivation,  of  which  he  had  differed 
all  the  horrors,  without  reaping  the  leaft  advan- 
42  tage  from  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  had  many 
years  ago  experienced,  on  fundry  occafions,  the 
ec  very  precarious  fuccefs  of  the  extindive  method, 
•c  as  it  is  called,  ro  much  in  ufe  formerly  at  Mont- 
*i  pellier.  Your  method  then,  Sir,  appeared  to 
44  me  the  only  one  I  could  with  any  degree  of 
<c  certainty  make  ufe  of  with  my  patient,  in  the 
*€  miferable  ftate  in  which  he  then  was;  and  this  ve- 
ry  opinion  of  its  certainty  and  fafenefs  made  me 
determine,  notwiihftanding  his  repugnance,  to 
€6  put  him  upon  the  pills  immediately,  and  that, 
46  without  either  bleeding,  purging,  or  the  ufe  of 
46  baths  premifed.  Accordingly  I  began,  by  giving 
him  one  pill  every  morning  and  night,  on  the 
iC  2 1 ft  of  December  1764,  and  increafed  the  dofe 
<c  very  gradually,  and  at  confiderable  intervals.  He 
ec  could  get  but  very  little  fleep;  at  the  end  of  a- 
bout  a  fortnight  the  deafnefs,  which  I  have  al- 
66  ready  taken  notice  of,  went  off ;  this  firft  good 
**  effebt  began  to  give  me  fome  glimmering  of 
sc  hope.  About  the  28th  day  of  the  cure,  the  pa- 
ct  late  appeared  pierced  quite  thro’;  the  36th  day 
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*c  my  patient  began  to  fleep  tolerably  well*  and  re- 
««  covered  his  appetite.  Two  days  after  I  found  a 
“  feperation  of  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  middle 
<c  and  anterior  part  of  the  bone  of  the  palate  At  this 
<c  time  he  took  only  ten  pills  a  day.  This  con- 
“  firmed  me  if  pofiible,  more  than  ever  in  my  good 
<c  opinion  of  your  medicine.  In  a  month  after  the 
tc  cornet*  on  the  left  fide  of  the  nole  came  away 
“  entirely.  He  then  took  thirteen  pills  a-day,  and 
<c  no  more,  for  I  did  not  dare  to  increafe  the  dofe  far- 
“  theron  accunt  of  his  weaknefs.  During  this  time 
“  the  ulcers  of  the  integuments  of  the  palate,  and 
u  thofe  in  the  bottom  of  the  throat,  continued  fhift- 
<c  ing  their  appearances,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  gave 
tc  me  great  uneafinefs,  for  as  fafl  as  they  healed  up 
<c  on  one  fide,  they  broke  out  on  the  other.  In  fome 
<c  of  the  intervals  of  thefe  changes,  the  uvula  and  the 
“  whole  pharynx  were  fo  corroded  with  ulcers,  that 
“  the  lower  part  of  thefe  organs  feemed  to  hang  to 
<c  the  upper  only  by  (lender  threads  as  it  were, 
“  infomuch  that  I  was  every  day  under  apprehen- 
44  fions  of  a  total  feparation.  Happily  indeed  thefe 

*  Comet  is  the  French  name  for  one  of  thefpungeous  lamina?, 
or  thin  bones  of  the  nofe,  fo  called  by  them  from  its  crooked  or 
horn-like  figure. 

t  Thefe  (lender  red  threads,  were  only  blood  velfels,  which 
are  known  to  be  lefs  liable  to  putrifaflion  than  mufcles,  or  even 
bones,  as  there  has  been  inftances  where  the  mufcles  were  entirly 
confumed,  and  the  bones  carious,  yet  the  blood  velfels  remained 
entire.  This  feems  to  confirm  the  dedtrine  of  fome  anatomifts* 
with  refpett  to  the  coats  of  arteries. 


46  threads 
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threads  appeared  of  a  bright  red  colour,  which  I 
looked  upon  as  a  favourable  prognoftic.  By 
**  this  time  three  months  were  elapfed,  his  appetite 
44  however  was  now  very  good,  he  Oept  well,  his 
46  countenance  became  healthy  and  promifing,  and 
9‘  his  ftrength  confiderably  repaired;  hence  I  plainly 
44  faw  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  crown  our  en» 
•4  deavours  with  fuccefs,  but  to  give  the  medicine 
44  in  ftronger  dofes,  which  I  now  determined  to  do  ; 
4C  and  by  that  time  I  had  increafed  the  number  of 
44  his  pills  to  twenty -eight,  and  afterwards  to  thirty 
44  a-day,  the  ulcer  began  to  heal  with  amazing 
44  promptitude,  and  the  cure  was  attended  with  no 
44  accident  worthy  of  remark,  either  in  the  head,  the 
44  mouth,  or  the  bowels ;  while  the  ulcers  were  heal- 
44  ing,  a  very  ftrong  tucking-in  cicatrix  was  form- 
44  ed  the  whole  length  of  the  middle  of  the  bafe 
44  of  the  uvula,  which  perfuaded  me  that  the  palate- 
44  bone,  which  fupported  it,  had  been  feparated 
44  or  exfoliated,  and  had  come  away  without  my 
44  perceiving  it.  In  a  word,  after  having  taken  the 
44  increafed  dofe  of  thirty  of  your  pills  a-day  for  a 
44  week,  this  great  cure  was  accomplifhed,  after  my 
44  patient  had  been  four  months  and  a  half  under 
44  the  courfe^>f  the  remedy: 

44  This,  Sir,  is  the  fubftance  of  the  obfervations 

34  I  thought  necefiary  to  communicate  to  vou,  as  a 

44  juftice  I  think  myfelf  indifpenfably  obliged  to 

44  render  to  your  method  of  cure.  You  have  my 

44  full 
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f  ”, 

•*  . 

«  full  permiflion  to]make  it  public :  for,  believe  me3 

««  no  confideration  in  life  whatfoever  fliall  hinder 
*c  me  from  paying  the  tribute  due  to  truth,  efpe- 
««  cially  when  it  fo  nearly  concerns  the  welfare  of 
««  my  fellow  creatures  ;  a  way  of  thinking  and  ad- 
“  ing  which  I  flatter  myfelf  will  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation  of  every  perfon  of  honour  and  under- 
“  Handing. 

te  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Le  Cat.3? 

«  I  certify  that  the  above  letter,  of  which  this  is 
€t  a  copy,  was  written  by  me  ;  and  furthermore* 
“  that,  during  feveral  years  that  I  have  now  con- 
«*  ftantly  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Keyfer’s  pills,  I  become 
“  daily  more  and  more  convinced,  that  they  far 
“  excel  every  other  medicine  for  obtaining  a  per- 
<c  fed  and  radical  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Rouen,  June  7,  1765,  Ls  Cat.’* 

This  lafl:  cafe,  Sir,  1  think  may  be  termed  a 
very  bad  one  •,  and  if  Mr.  Le  Cat  had  thought  that 
the  common  mercurial  preparations  would  either 
have  proved  more  eafy  for  his  patient  to  bear,  or 
likely  to  fucceed  better  in  the  event,  there  is  the 
greateft  reafon  to  believe,  from  that  gentleman’s 
known  candour  and  humanity,  that  he  would  have 

E  pre- 
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preferred  them  to  mine  •,  but  my  chief  reafon  for 
inferring  thele  cafes  is  to  demonflrate  to  every  reader 
how  unjuftly  my  reputation  might  have  probably 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  ungenerous  rrprelenta- 
tions  of  an  anonymous  antagonift,  had  I  not  been 
thus  ftrengthened  by  the  afifent  and  opinion  of  per¬ 
sons  whomayjuftly  be  ranked  amongft  the  brighteft 
luminaries  of  their  profeflion. 

Daily  experience  indeed  teaches  us  that  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  mankind  are  too  ready  to  receive  unfavour¬ 
able  imprefflons  on  the  lead  plaufibilities:  but  under 
thefedifadvantages,  and  the  additional  one  of  being 
a  foreigner  and  a  ftranger  in  your  country,  as  well 
as  the  interruption  of  a  general  correfpondence 
with  France,  caufed  by  the  late  war,  having 
hindered  my  medicine  being  hitherto  known  in 
England,  but  to  a  few,  mod  of  whom  did  not 
think  it  their  intereft  to  encourage  the  importation 
of  a  difcovery, which,  however  ufeful  it  would  prove 
to  the  public,  might  diminifh  their  profit  in  this 
clafs  of  diforders;  notwithftanding  all  thefe  difad- 
vantages,  I  fay,  yet  do  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  what 
I  have  aflferted  concerning  the  fuperiority  of  my 
medicine  over  all  other  antivenereals,  v/ill  be  well 
received  by  the  generous  and  unprejudiced  part  of 
the  Englifh,  a  people  who  are  no  lefs  remarkable 
for  their  difcernment,  than  admired  for  their  can¬ 
dour. 


And 
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And  now,  Sir,  having,  as  I  think,  anfwered 
in  every  part  the  invidious  fuggeftions  and  ground- 
ids  re  fled  ions  thrown  out  againft  my  medicine  by 
the  anonymous  writer  of  the  Par  allele,  Sec.  whole 
fentiments  you  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  in 
your  pamphlet,  I  fhall  here  dole  this  long  letter, 
with  declaring,  that  i  reft  the  merits  of  my  caufe 
with  the  candid  and  difcerning  public,  doubting  not 
that  they  will  do  me  that  juftice  which  appears  to 
be  my  due.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain, 

S  I  R, 


Your  humble  fervant,  Sec. 


Paris,  Od.  i,  1765. 


J.  KEYSER, 


F  I  N 
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Advertifement. 


IT  A  V  I  N  G  lately  publifhed  a 
Pamphlet,  entitled,  Pra&ical 
Obfervations  on  the  Cure  of  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe  by  Mercury ;  I  was 
obliged,  by  the  Nature  of  my  Sub¬ 
ject,  to  give  an  Account,  in  the  beft 
Manner  I  could,  of  every  Preparation 
of  that  Mineral ;  but  efpecially  of 
thofe  which  I  had  made  Trial  of  in 
my  own  Practice.  I  then  refleded  on 
the  Infufficiency  of  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Pills 
as  a  general  Medicine  ;  but  this  Cen- 
fure  fell  in  with  my  Experience.  Nor 
did  he  fuffer  more  by  my  Remark, 
than  all  others,  who  by  their  Nof- 
trums  endeavour  to  engrofs  a  fupe- 
rior  and  exclufive  Power  of  curing 
this  Complaint.  I  there  proved  what 
I  now  affert,  that  fuch  Claims  are 

A  not 
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not  only  prefumptuous,  but  falfe ; 
and  very  injurious  to  thofe  who  are 
influenced  by  them. 

What  I  then  wrote  did  not  arife 
from  Prejudice  or  Refen tment ;  nor 
did  I  mean  to  deftroy  the  Profits  of 
his  Patent:  But  as  he  has  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  call  me  to  a  public  Account, 
I  am  obliged,  tho’  againft  my  Will, 
to  enter  the  Lifts,  and  explain  the 
Reafons  on  which  my  Opinion  of  his 
Medicine  is  founded. 
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Mr.  KETSER ,  &c. 
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IN  O  fooner  perufed  the  Letter  you  lb 
publicly  favoured  me  with,  but  the 
Refped:  due  both  to  the  Subjeft  and  its 
Author,  determined  me  to  return  an  Anfwer 
as  foon  as  poffible.  Permit  me,  however, 
firft  of  all,  to  declare  it  as  my  Opinion,  that 
a  Writer,  with  or  without  a  Name,  is  en¬ 
titled  to  juft  fo  much  Refpedt  as  he  has 
Reafon  and  Fadts  to  fupport  what  he  ad¬ 
vances  ;  fo  that  the  greateft  Names  have  no 
more  Weight  with  me  than  the  namelefs, 
where  the  ipfe  dixit  only  is  on  their  Side. 
If  others  are  of  the  fame  Sentiments,  they 
will  perceive  at  once  the  Reafon  why  you 
was  fo  fenfibly  touched  by  me  and  the  ano¬ 
nymous  Author,  and  why  I  have  not  the 
leaft  Refentment  to  any  Thing  your  Letter 
contains.  In  Proof  of  which,  I  will  do  my 
utmoft  to  re&ify  your  Miftakes,  and  fatisfy 
all  your  Doubts  and  Scruples  concerning 
my  Proceedings  with  refpect  to  your  Medi¬ 
cine,  my  Obfervations,  and  the  anonymous 

A  z  Writer, 


Writer,  &c.  You  feem  furprized,  that  Ifteould 
not  have  employed  my  Pen  in  accountmg  for 
the  falutary  Operations  of  the  Bark  in  Fevers , 
&c.  rather  than  thofe  of  Mercury  in  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe . - My  Anfwer  is,  I  never 

prefcribe  the  Bark,  or  any  other  Medicine 
that  comes  within  the  Province  of  the  Phy- 
fician  ;  but  that  I  have  particularly  confined 
my  Attention  to  Mercury :  The  difpenfing 
of  which,  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  on  the 
Account  of  Cancres,  Buboes,  and  many 
other  Symptoms  requiring  chirurgical  Treat¬ 
ment,  has  now  for  fome  Years  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Care  of  Surgeons. 

Why  then  fhould  you  expedt  me  to  employ 
my  Time  in  what  is  fo  foreign  to  my  Pro- 
fefiion,  and  which,  you  fay,  has  fo  long 
puzzled  the  7710ft  eminent  Phficians  to  account 
for ,  to  the  Negledt  of  that  which  is  proper 
to  it,  and  with  which  I  am  neceffarily  better 
•“acquainted?  To  this  you  have  already  re¬ 
plied,  The  Nature  of  the  Cure  of  the  Vejiereal 
Difeafe  by  Mercury ,  is  a  thing  known  by  al- 
tnoft  every  Tyro  of  a  Twelve-month' s  j landing . 
Hopeful  Youths  indeed  !  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
hear  that  your  Pariftan  Spring  produced  the 
Fruits  of  Autumn,  did  I  not  fear  they  might 
be  too  crude  for  a  happy  Digeltion,  and 
portend  a  Famine  in  the  Winter.  However 
generally  received  and  perfectly  underftood 
this  Doctrine  may  be  with  you,  it  is  not  fo 
with  us :  Even  our  Profeflbrs  have  different 

Send- 
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Sentiments  on  that  SubjeCt,  and  do  not  all  tread 
this  beaten  Track  of  ours.  Tyro’s,  you  know, 
generally  follow  their  Leaders,  and  become 
the  moft  zealous  Partizans :  The  Reafon  is 
obvious.  What  is  become  of  your  truly 
great  and  immortal  Ajlruc  ?  Are  his  Senti¬ 
ments  on  this  Affair  annihilated  ?  Is  there 
not  one  Tyro  to  efpoufe  his  Caufe  ?  Here 
he  has  many  who  adhere  ftri&ly  to  his  Doc¬ 
trine,  of  the  fpecific  and  antidotal  Qualities 
of  Mercury  in  Venereal  Diforders.  I  might 
afk  the  fame  Queftions  about  pretty  nearly 
the  fame  Thing,  ufually  expreffed  by  the 
Word  Extinction,  ftill  maintained  by  many 
here.  But  what  I  have  faid  will  perhaps  be 
fufficient  to  prove,  that  there  is  not,  at  lead 
with  us,  that  general  Agreement  you  fup- 
pGfe,  concerning  the  mechanical  Operation 
of  Mercury,  whereby  it  cures  the  Venereal 
Difeafe ;  and  which  I  have  endeavoured 
publicly  to  demonftrate,  in  my  late  Book  of 
Obfervations.  The  Reafons  then  for  my 
writing  on  that  SubjeCt  are  not  only  appa¬ 
rent,  but  juft ifiable.  Why  then  are  you  of¬ 
fended  ?  The  only  Reafon  I  can  affign  is,  that 
fuch  Reafonings  and  Enquiries  tend  d’reCHy 
to  the  Difcredit  of  fecret  and  particular  Pre¬ 
parations  of  Mercury,  of  which  yours  is 
one.  The  following  Inference  then  (tho1 
a  notable  Truth)  could  not  be  very  agreeable. 
<c  Away  then  with  Arcanas,  Noftrums,  and 
curious  Preparations,  ©V.  they  have  no  Value, 

but 


but  as  containing  fomewhat  of  this  only  Re¬ 
medy  (Mercury)  for  their  Balls  :  Nor  have 
they  any  good  Effeds  but  what  are  derived 
from  thence,  and  as  they  are  regulated  in 
their  Operation  But  that  I  fhould  tran- 
fcribe  certain  Words  from  an  anonymous 
Writer,  corroborating  my  Sentiments,  was, 
it  feems,  intolerable.  That  Author  needs 
not  my  Countenance.  The  Fads  he  pro¬ 
duces  are  fully  fufficient  to  juftify  his  Sen¬ 
timents  concerning  your  Pills. 

I  fhould  not  defpair  of  removing  your 
Objedions,  were  they  not  fo  nearly  related 
to  your  Xntereft  :  For  upon  what  other  Foun¬ 
dation  could  you  except  to  my  Principles, 
which  for  ought  I  fee,  correfpond  entirely 
with  your  own.  I  have  in  that  Piece  fet 
the  Merits  of  Mercury,  in  all  its  Forms  and 
Preparations,  in  a  juft  and  true  Light ;  and 
have  Ihown  the  Method  of  applying  them  dif- 
tindly  or  conjundly,  upon  Principles  that 
mud  infure  Succefs. 

In  a  Survey  of  this  Kind,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  your  Medicine  to  efcape  my  Notice  ; 
the  more  efpecially,  as  I  was  experimentally 
acquainted  with  it,  having  about  feven  Years 
fince  made  Ufe  of  it  in  my  own  private  Prac¬ 
tice  for  the  Space  of  fix  Months,  or  more. 
And  the  Refult  of  thefe  Trials,  I  have  there 
exprefled,  agreeable  to  your  Citation, <c  That 

•  See  my  Obfervations,  Pag,  48.  Sett.  76. 
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this  Medicine  of  your’s  is  more  flow,  uncer¬ 
tain,  and  dangerous,  than  any  of  the  com¬ 
mon  Mercurial  Preparations  to  be  met  with  in 
every  Difpenfatory  or  chemical  Archive.”  But 
to  be  more  particular ;  thofe  Trials  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  me  agreeable  to  your  own  print¬ 
ed  Directions :  That  is,  I  gradually  increas¬ 
ed  the  Dofe,  and  perfifted  in  the  Courfe, 
maugre  the  Oppofition  I  met  with  from  the 
Obftinacy  of  my  Patients,  or  the  Difeafe 
itfelf :  For  I  was  ftrongly  prepoflefled  in  its 
Favour,  by  the  Cafes  contained  in  your  Nar¬ 
rative  ;  their  Cure,  there  faid  to  be  perform¬ 
ed  by  your  Pills,  and  confirmed  by  the  Tef- 
timony  of  fo  many  refpectable  Names. 

In  Some  Periods  of  this  Procefs,  I  was 
flattered  with  Succefs  *,  and  in  others  dis¬ 
appointed.  Nor  did  my  Patients  receive  any 
real  Service  from  it ;  but  when  it  made  the 
Mouth  fore,  a  Crifis  common  to  every  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Mercurials ;  but  in  this  the  Length 
of  Time,  the  enormous  Dofes,  and  Neceflity 
of  repeating  the  tedious  Procefs,  were  Dif¬ 
ficulties  insurmountable.  Befides  the  Dif¬ 
eafe,  in  fome  continued  to  increafe,  not- 
withftanding  the  moft  rigorous  Perfeverance 
in  your  Medicine;  and  obliged  me  of  Ne- 


*  This  was  the  very  Time  the  Propofal  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Keyfer  was  made  ;  and  when,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  I  compli¬ 
mented  him  upon  its  Efficacy.  See  the  following  Cafe. 
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ceffity  to  decline  its  further  Ufe,  without 
performing  by  it  one  Angle  Cure. 

But  from  all  I  have  faid,  I  would  not 
have  you  infer,  that  I  deny  the  Poffibility 
of  its  Curing.  No  ;  my  real  and  impartial 
Deduction  is,  that  your  Medicine  has  no 
Right  to  claim  Equality,  much  lefs  Superio¬ 
rity,  to  other  more  common  mercurial  Pre¬ 
parations,  as  a  general  and  univerfal  Cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  :  For  as  it  is  milder  and 
weaker,  fo  it  is  lefs  efficacious  than  moft 
of  that  Clafs  ;  and  of  Courfe  requires  a  tedi¬ 
ous  Length  of  Time,  and  a  vaft  Quantity  of 
the  Pills,  to  effedt  the  Cure,  whenever  it  is 
thereby  obtained.  In  Proof  of  which,  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Cafes  recited  in  your  Letter  and 
Narrative;  It  is  fit  only  for  weakened  and 
exhaufted  Conftitutions :  It  is  there  that 
your’s,  or  fimilar  ones,  which  every  Difpen- 
fatcry  abounds  with,  may  be  properly  ap¬ 
plied,  Whether  fuch  a  State  be  the  Con¬ 
sequence  of  the  Difeafe  itfelf,  or  of  other 
more  adtive  Preparations ;  when,  if  they 
do  not  compleat  the  Cure,  they  will  at  leaf!: 
prove  a  good  Supplement  or  Auxiliary,  till 
others  more  active  and  certain  may  be  exhi¬ 
bited. 

It  was  fuch  an  Inftance,  Sir,  that  you  al¬ 
lude  to,  where  I  moftjuftly  complimented 
you  upon  its  Efficacy*  :  But  I  mufl;  now  in- 

*  See  Not,  Pag-  5- 
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form  you,  that  as  her  Strength  increafed, 
the  Venereal  Symptoms  again  prevailed  ; 
the  Poifon  found  Accefs  into  the  Body,  even 
whilft  (lie  was  taking  your  Medicine,  pro¬ 
duced  an  Exoftolis  on  each  Elbow,  and  a 
larger  on  the  Leg.  She  neverthelefs  grew 
(Longer,  and  more  able  to  purfue  a  vigorous 
Courfe  of  Mercurials ;  by  which,  and  the 
Sarfaparilla  Drink,  ftridtly  perfevered  in  for 
a  Month,  (he  was  perfectly  cured,  and  re¬ 
mains  well  to  this  Day. 

I  could  have  been  glad  to  preferve  my 
Opinion  of  your  Pills  and  can  appeal  to 
your  Correfpondent  as  a  Witnefs,  with  what 
Candour,  Conftancy,  and  Impartiality,  I 
perfevered  in  their  Ufe  for  feveral  Months ; 
but  that  Experience,  which  arifes  from 
ftubborn  Fadts,  obliged  me  to  alter  my  Sen¬ 
timents. 

You  will  now  give  me  Leave  to  corredt 
an  Error,  in  w'hich  you  feem  to  triumph 
greatly.  You  have  Letters  from  your  Cor¬ 
refpondent,  you  fay,  which  inform  you,  that 
two  Tears  Jince,  or  thereabout ,  I  made  an  Offer 
to  pur  chafe  a  Share  in  your  Medicine .  When 
th  is  Miftake  is  rectified,  it  will  hand  thus  : 
Somewhat  more  than  / even  Tears  face,  I 
made ,  See.  For  this  Propoial  happened  to 
be  made  at  the  very  Time  the  Patient  juft 
mentioned  was  under  my  Care,  and  when 
(he  (and  fome  others)  feemed  to  have  receiv- 

B  ed. 


ed  much  Benefit  from  your  Pillsr  My 
Book  of  Patients  Names ;  her  perfedt  Re¬ 
membrance  of  fo  unhappy  a  Period  of  Life ; 
and  the  Evidence  of  a  particular  Friend  of 
mine,  whom  I  confulted  upon  that  Occa- 
fion,  fufHciently  certify  the  Date  of  that 
Occurrence. 

There  is  another  Circumflance  alfo,  which 
I  cannot  help  remarking.  You  were  in¬ 
formed,  it  feems,  That  I  praifed  your  Pills 
to  a  Degree  of  Enthufiafm .  Now,  as  this 
is  not  my  Manner  of  fpeaking  in  general, 
it  is  much  lefs  fo  on  Subjects  relating  to  our 
Profeffion,  where  we  fometimes  find  Reafon 
to  change  the  moft  fanguine  Opinions.  The 
Obfervation  I  had  then  made,  juftified  me 
in  entertaining  favourable  Hopes,  but  not 
in  pronouncing  extravagant  Encomiums. 

However,  I  can  eafily  excufe  this  Mif- 
take,  even  without  your  Apology  ;  for  it  is 
not  impoffible  that  the  particular  Mode  of 
my  Expreffion  fhould  be  forgot,  where  five 
Years  out  of feven  have  efcaped  the  Memo¬ 
ry.  Let  this  be  as  it  will,  I  doubt  not  but 
I  then  commended  it,  as  far  as  I  thought  it 
deferved  ;  for  I  will  ever  do  the  ftridteft  Jut* 
tice  to  Men  and  Things  that  I  am  able.  But 
feven  Years,  Sir,  is  a  Space  in  which  many 
Experiments  may  be  made,  and  many  Re¬ 
flexions  arife,  that  may  oblige  us  to  alter  our 

*  See  Note,  Page  5. 
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Opinion.  It  was  thefe  that  made  me  a  Le¬ 
veller  of  Mercurials,  without  R.efped  to  par¬ 
ticular  Preparations,  refolving  the  whole  in¬ 
to  the  Skill  and  Difcretion  of  the  Perfon 
who  administers  them. 

You  will  now  be  able  to  account,  very 
readily,  both  for  my  Commendation  and 
Difapprobation  of  your  Pills;  why  more  than 
feven  Years  ago  I  would  have  given  three 
Hundred  Pounds  to  be  a  Proprietor ;  and 
afterwards,  I  mean  fix  Months  after  the  Pro- 
pofal,  I  would  not  give  three  Shillings  to  be 
the  foie  Poffeflbr  of  them.  They  may  an- 
£wer  your  Purpofe ;  they  never  could  mine. 
Neverthelefs,  I  would  not  have  you  even 
fuppofe  that  I  difcredit  the  numerous  Fads, 
fo  well  authenticated,  and  fo  often  publish¬ 
ed  ;  far  otherwife  :  For  I  concede  to  every 
Article  therein  mentioned,  as  much  as  could 
poffibly  be  defired  to  any  Thing  of  the  Kind, 
even  to  the  utmofi:  of  your  Wifhes  ;  for  I  al¬ 
low  them  to  be  real  Matters  of  Fad  :  But  as 
I  would  not  willingly  be  partial,  fo  I  cannot 
in  Confcience  deny  that  common  Juftice, 
which  is  due  to  other  Narratives  as  well  au¬ 
thenticated.  What !  Shall  I  dispute  the  Truth 
of  thofe  numerous  Cures  wrought  at  Mont¬ 
pelier  ,  by  the  extindive  Method,  after  Sali¬ 
vations,  Bello  ft' s  Pills,  and  a  great  Variety  of 
other  internal  Preparations  have  failed  ?  Can 

A 

I  doubt  the  Veracity  of  IJr .  Default ,  and 
many  other  eminent  Phyficians  cf  your  Na- 
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tion?  and  our  Countryman,  Mr.  Douglas's 
experimental  Teftimony  of  like  Cures  ?  But 
ftill  further:  You  may  think  me  too  credu¬ 
lous,  perhaps ;  for  I  pay  the  fame  RefpeCt 
to  each  of  your  Antagonifts,  who,  whilft 
decrying  the  Validity  of  thofe  Cures,  wrought 
by  their  Opponent’s  Mercurial  Medicines  and 
Methods,  extol  their  own,  as  the  only  Means 
by  which  that  important  Event  ever  was  or 
can  be  accomplifhed. 

What  better  Teftimony  could  we  wifh 
of  the  Efficacy  of  any  Mercurial  Prepara¬ 
tion,  than  what  we  have  lately  received  from 
Vienna ?  where  no  lefs  than  4880  Perfons, 
affii&ed  with  the  various  Symptoms  of  this 
Diforder,  fuch  as  they  ufually  falivated  for  in 
the  fame  Hofpital  (St.  Mark's)  were  perfect¬ 
ly  cured  by  the  Solution . 

Dr.  Locher  had  the  Care  of  thefe  Patients, 
who  were  all  actually  examined,  and  the  Rea¬ 
lity  of  their  Cures  confirmed  by  the  celebrated 
Baron  Van  Swieten.  Have  you  any  Authenti¬ 
cation  fuperior,  or  even  equal  to  this  ?  But 
it  would  fill  a  Volume  to  relate  the  number- 
lefs  and  wonderful  Cures  performed,  and 
very  well  attefted  by  different  Mercurials, 
and  different  Perfons,  in  different  Countries, 
before  and  fince  your  Time,  with  and  with¬ 
out  your  Pills.  And  I  would  now  inform 
the  Author  of  the  Parallel ,  notwithftanding 
you  think  him  my  Oracle ,  that  Vienna  ts  not 
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the  only  Place  where  Miracles  are  perform* 
ed.  Bat  I  need  dwell  no  longer  on  Fa£ls 
fo  well  known,  and  fo  indifputable.  The 
Methodof  authenticating  extraordinary  Cures 
here,  tho*  ufyally  confirmed  by  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  Oaths,  are  but  little  regarded,  becaufe 
they  are  feldom  made  Ufe  of  but  by  Empi¬ 
rics  and  Noftrum-mongers,  who  are  gene¬ 
rally  fufpe&ed  by  Perfons  of  liberal  Educa¬ 
tion.  Befides,*  the  Evidences  are  generally 
taken  by  Magiftrates,  and  witnefied  by  others 
who  have  no  Manner  of  Knowledge  of  Me¬ 
dicine. 

I  perceive  that  in  this  Refpedt  you  have 
the  greatefl  Advantage,  fince  fome  of  the 
Faculty  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  and  thofe 
Men  of  the  greatefl  Reputation,  have  fre¬ 
quently  witnefied  the  Validity  of  your  Cures 
in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  5  Nous  fouJJignesy 
&c.  *  but  by  what  Means  they  were  at  firfl 
induced  to  comply  with  it,  I  have  no  Idea; 
for  I  believe,  fooner  than  any  of  the  Facul¬ 
ty  here  would  give  their  public  Sanction  to 
even  as  valuable  a  Secret  as  your’s,  they 
would  fuffer  Amputation,  and  fubmit  to  be 
Cripples  all  their  Days. 

To  be  ferious ;  I  look  on  all  thefe  Au¬ 
thentications  as  equally  valid,  when  taken. 

'  The  Patient  appears  to  be  cured,  and  no 
doubt  is  oftentimes  really  fo  ;  becaufe  Mer¬ 
curials,  the  only  true  and  certain  Antive^ 

*  Faler,  Vol.  II.  Pag.  200. 
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pereals,  (tho’ differently  prepared)  have  been 
adminiftered,  any  one  of  which,  exhibited 
with  Prudence  and  Perfeverance,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  attended  with  pretty  nearly  equal 
Succefs ;  and  where,  though  one  fhould 
fail,  another  will  have  a  happier  Effedt; 
which  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  often  ex¬ 
perienced  in  other  Cafes,  as  well  as  thofe 
related  at  the  End  of  your  Letter  *. 

I  could  not  wilh  for  a  ftronger  Proof  of 
this  Truth,  than  in  the  Cafe  related  by  Mr. 
Le  Cat ;  which,  though  he  feems  to  think 
well  adapted  to  recal  -f*  the  good  Opinion  of 
fome  in  Favour  of  your  Medicine ,  ferves  only 
to  confirm  the  Juftice  of  my  Remark. 

But  I  cannot  forget  this  charming  Thing 
called  Authentications,  and  the  Advantages 
that  might  be  derived  from  it,  could  it  but 
here  be  procured  in  your  Way,  and  appro¬ 
priated  to  myfelf  without - ^Alas !  my  dear 

Sir,  I  could  inftantly  draw  up  fuch  a  Cata¬ 
logue  of  Cafes,  which  (though  nothing  more 
than  is  common  to  every  Practitioner)  would 
redound  greatly  to  my  Honour  and  Reputa¬ 
tion  ;  efpecially,  as  every  Patient  (hould  pub¬ 
licly  appear  before  my  Judges,  and  folemn- 
]y  atteft  every  thing  I  relate ;  (as  for  thofe 
who  happen  not  to  be  fo  well  as  might  be 

*  See  my  Obfervations,  Se&.  50.  Pag.  29. 
t  I  now  call  M.  Le  Cat  to  witnefs,  I  am  not  lingular  in 
my  Opinion  of  this  Medicine — that  there  are  others,  who 
once  thought  of  it,  as  I  did,  but  now  think  as  I  do. 
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wifned,  I  fhould  certainly  keep  them  at 
Home)  I  would  then  publifh  my  Narrative, 
and  apply  for  an  annual  Penfion  from  our 
mod  gracious  King,  than  whom  no  Prince 
in  the  World  is  fo  great  an  Encourager  of 
Merit ;  nor  could  he  be  deceived  or  impof- 
ed  upon  herein,  fince  the  Fadts  would  be 
real,  and  the  Examination  indifputable. 
This  done,  I  would  voluntarily,  gratefully, 
and  unrefervedly,  divulge  to  his  Majefty,  all 
and  every  one  of  my  fecret  Medicines,  and 
Methods  of  Cure.  I  would  prefent  him 
with  mv  late  Obfervations,  and  an  Abftradfc 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia's  treating  of  Mercu¬ 
ry,  defiring  nothing  more  than  his  Royal 
Leave  to  make  Ufe  of  them  for  my  own 
private  Benefit  *. 

With  Refpedt  to  the  Analyfis  of  your  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  the  Machines  conftruded  by 
Mr.  Vaucanfon ,  I  mean  only,  that  fince  your 
Medicine  is  Mercury,  and  the  Preparation 
of  it  (by  your  own  Confeffion)  a  very  mild 
one,  it  poffeffes  the  Properties  of  a  mild 
Preparation  only^;  and  that  when  we  want 
a  milder  ftill,  it  may  be  had  in  pure,  ge¬ 
nuine,  unaltered  Mercury.  Or  fhould  one 
of  fomewhat  more  Force  be  required,  the 
Pilulce  Mer  cur  idles  of  almoft  every  Difpen- 

•  See  Letter,  Pag.  7,  8. 

f  It  is  therefore  more  flow  and  uncertain,  and  of  Confe- 
quence  more  dangerous  than  thofe  in  common  Ufe.  See 
Pag.  6,  7. 
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fatory  will  anfwer  the  Purpofe  :  But  that  all 
thefe  are  far  too  mild  and  fluggifh  for  com¬ 
mon  Ufe— I  fay  common  Ufe  ;  for  I  am  not 
ignorant  of  the  Propriety,  and  even  Necef- 
fity  of  them,  at  fome  particular  Periods  of 
a  Venereal  Patient’s  State  of  Health,  as  well 
as  of  his  Difeafe.  Nay,  this  is  fo  generally 
known,  that  nothing  is  more  common  than 
Preparations,  fo  fimilar  in  Operation  and  Ef¬ 
fect  to  your’s,  that  one  might  fwear  they 
were  the  very  fame,  did  we  not  know  the 
contrary.  You  fay  a  fimilar  one  is  ufed  by 
Mefiieurs  the  Surgeons  of  St.  George  s,  who, 
it  feems,  have  not  difearded  your  Pills  ;  be- 
caufe  they  ftill  difeover  their  Approbation  of 
them,  by  ufing  another  Compofition  of  their 
own  in  the  Form  of  Powders  *. 

But  to  return — Your  Pills  were,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  moft  properly  and  fuitably  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  Cafe  of  M.  Le  Cat ,  that  was  pof- 
fible.  Neverthelefs,  I  really  think  the  Pilulee 
Mercurials  given  every  Night  and  Morning, 
from  eight  to  ten  Grains,  with  the  Sarfa 
Drink,  or  the  latter  alone,  would  have  cured 
that  Patient  much  fooner,  and  more  plea- 
fan  tlv  than  your’s.  I  fpeak  from  Experi¬ 
ence,  upon  which  thole  Obfervations  are 
founded  which  occafioned  your  Letter.- — — 
What  Need  then  for  ten,  twenty,  thirty 

*  See  M r.jfCeyfers  Letter,  Pag,  10.  and  Critical  Review 
for  Oflaber  lait,  Pat?  312, 
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Pills  a  Day ;  enough  furelv  to  difguft  any 
thing  but  a  delpairing  Mortal,  and  thefe 
continued  for  four  Months  and  a  half!  I 
cannot  conceive  how  he  was  able  to  fwallow 
them.  Your  Patients  are  certainly  much 
more  fubmifiive  than  ours  ;  for  was  I  to  or¬ 
der  fuch  Dofes,  I  am  confident  they  would 
never  more  fee  my  Face  ;  befides,  they  ex¬ 
pert  to  be  (and  fuch  Cafes  generally  are) 
cured  here,  in  lefs  than  two  Thirds  of  the 
Time. 

Well,  this  capita!  Cafe  of  M.  Le  Caty 
confirms  me  every  Way  in  my  Sentiments 
of  the  Mercurial  Operation,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  Inutility  of  your  Pills,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  other  and  more  common  Mer¬ 
curial  Preparations.  I  do  not  mean  to  de¬ 
tract  from  the  Reputation  of  fo  celebrated  a 
Man,  who  is  well  known,  and  as  highly 
elteemed  in  this  Country.  Plowever,  I  can~ 
not  help  obferving,  that  he  does  not  appear, 
from  his  Treatment  of  the  Cafe  above-men¬ 
tioned,  to  be  either  perfectly  fkilful  in  the 
Choice  of  Mercurials,  or  the  Direction  of 
their  Operation,  fo  neceffary  to  the  Cure  of 
the  V  enereal  Difeafe,  which  you  fay,  every 
Tyro  of  a  Twelve-month’ $  /landing  is  Mat¬ 
ter  of  :  For  if  every  learned  ProfefTor  was 
perfectly  accomplifhed  in  each  Branch  of 
Pradtice,  Difcoveries  as  well  as  Difputations 
would  forever  ceafe.  I  fhould  have  had  no 
lleafons  for  publifhing  my  Cbfervations,  nor 
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you  of  Confequence  have  ever  favoured  me 
with  a  Letter.  Perfection  is  not  a  human 
Acquirement. 

1  would,  as  you  fee,  have  willingly  ap¬ 
propriated  that  Character  to  your  Pills  — 
but  alas  !  they  had  too  many  Symptoms  of 
Imperfection. 

I  am 


SIR , 

Your  humble  Servant,  &c. 

y.  W  A  THEN : 
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I  Did  not  apprehend  that  the  flight  Ani~ 
madverfions  I  made  upon  Mr.  Keyfcr , 
were  fufficient  to  juftify  fo  public  a  Relent- 
ment  as  he  has  exprefled  againft  me  :  But 
to  convince  the  World  that  I  am  not  eager 
in  adopting  a  new  Opinion  without  Grounds, 
I  think  myfelf  obliged,  in  Juftice  to  the  ano¬ 
nymous  Author,  to  fubjoin  a  few  of  his  Fadts 
and  Reafonings ;  which,  in  Concurrence 
with  my  own  Experience,  confirmed  my 
Opinion  concerning  thefe  famous  Pills.  But 
firft,  let  me  produce  the  Sentiments  of  Mr. 
Faber,  M after  in  Surgery ,  Prefident  of  the 
Company ,  and  Ccunjellor  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery. 

That  this  Gentleman  understands  the  Sub¬ 
ject  on  which  he  treats,  will  not  be  dif- 
puted  by  any  one  that  has  read  his  Traite  des 
Maladies  Venerienne .  Th  is  Work,  which 
cannot  be  too  highly  efteemed,  is  comprifed 
in  two  Volumes.  He  fays  *,  f£  This  Re¬ 
medy  reiembles  all  thofe  other  Preparations 
of  Mercury  that  are  but  of  little  Force  and 

*  Vol.  II.  Pag.  19S.  2d  Edition,  publifhed  1 765. 
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A&ivity :  Neverthelefs,  when  they  are  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  long  Time,  they  have  fometimes 
been  attended  with  Succefs  ;  but  if  confider- 
ed  and  ufed  as  a  general  Remedy,  they  will 
not  anfwer  the  Purpofe. 

“  That  which  has  contributed  to  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  this  Medicine,  is  the  numerous  Cer¬ 
tificates  by  which  it  hath  been  authenticated: 
But  thefe  Sorts  of  Proofs  of  the  Goodnefs  of 
a  Remedy,  are  altogether  Impofitions  on  the 
Public.  One  may  fee  a  great  Number  of 
them  in  the  Anfwer  of  Mr.  Keyfer  to  Mr. 
Thomas  figned  by  many  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons. 

“  The  Patients  to  whom  thefe  Teftimonies 
relate,  had  Gonorrhoeas,  Cancres,  Buboes, 
PhymofeSs  Fici,  Pains  of  the  Limbs,  fwelled 
and  indurated  Tefticles.  By  a  Month’s  Treat¬ 
ment,  or  thereabouts,  thefe  Symptoms  difap- 
pear.  Immediately  after  which,  they  have 
the  Afilirance  publicly  to  attefl  the  Cure  of 
thefe  Patients,  by  authentic  Certificates,  in 
the  following  Form  : 

<£  Prefent  A.  B .  C.  D.  Phyficians  and  Sur¬ 
geons.  We  atteft,  That  the  State  of  the 

o  _  ’ 

underwritten  Patient  was  conformable  to 
Truth  ;  and  after  having  examined  this  Dif- 
eafe,  and  the  Courfe  of  its  Treatment,  we 

*  See  Parallel^  Pag.  189.  where  he  fays,  the  Reputation 
of  an  honeft  Man  was  facrificed  in  this  Anfwer  j  of  which 
6000  Copies  were  aittnbuted. 
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declare  him  to  be  well  cured.  In  Faith  of 
which,  &c. 

“  One  may  judge,  from  what  hath  been 
faid  in  many  Farts  of  my  Trait  e  des  Mala¬ 
dies  VeneriermeSy  touching  the  Disappearance 
of  the  pocky  Symptoms,  that  thefe  Attefta- 
tions  merit  little  Confidence,  fince  Experi¬ 
ence  proves  they  are  often  Lies  in  the  Event. 

“  I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  the  Accidents  which 
thefe  Pills  are  Said  to  caufe  in  different  Pa¬ 
tients,  becaufe  I  have  never  ufed  them  in 
my  own  Practice  ;  but  as  they  are  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Keyfer  univerfally,  in  every  Stage  of 
the  Difeafe,  there  mnft  neceffarily  refult 
from  them  Accidents  more  or  lefs  grievous, 
and  very  frequently  the  Pox  itfelf  *. 

“  It  appears  from  Mr.  Keyfer  s  printed  Di¬ 
rections,  they  are  very  liable  to  falivate  the 
Patient ;  for  he  orders  them  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  Mouth  is  affected  ;  then  to 
fufpend  their  Ufe,  till  that  EffeCt  is  remov¬ 
ed  bv  Purges,  which  are  to  be  repeated  more 
or  lefs  Times,  according  to  the  Obftinacy  of 
the  Difeafe.  But  this  Method  is  injudicious, 
and  counteracts  the  Defigns  of  Nature  in  a 
great  Number  of  Venereal  Difeafes.  During 
this  Courfe  of  the  Remedy,  he  permits  his 
Patients  to  go  Abroad,  manage  their  Affairs, 
eat,  drink,  and  exercife  as  ufual,  without  Re¬ 
gard  to  a  proper  Regimen,  fo  neceffary  to  a 
radical  Cure. 

*  See  Page  7. 

<c  Never- 
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tc  Neverthelefs,  all  things  being  confi- 
dered,  they  are  rather  more  adtive  than 
Mercurial  Fridtions,  and  very  efficacious  in 
certain  ancient  Poxes,  where  the  Poifon  is 
degenerated,  and  incapable  of  being  lub- 
dued  by  the  fpecific  Adtion  of  Mercury. 

“  Fie  fays,  (Vol.II.  Pag.  353.)  the  Pills  of 
Mr.  Keyfer  are  lefs  adtive  than  the  Sublimate 
Corrojive ,  and  of  Confequence  may  be  given 
with  lefs  Danger.  [Here  he  relates  the  Cafe 
of  Dubois,  as  it  may  be  read  in  Mr.  Keyfer ’s 
Narrative  and  Letter,  and  then  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refection:)  Mr.  La  Motte  from  hence 
judges,  this  Remedy  fuperior  to  all  others  5  a 
Miftake  the  moil  egregious  in  a  Phyfician  ! 
For  Experience  ever  informs  us,  the  fame 
Remedy  never  can  be  properly  prefcribed  in 
every  particular  Cafe.  It  is  abfurd,  there¬ 
fore,  to  fay  that  this  Medicine  is  fuperior  to 
others,  or  indeed  that  it  is  abfolutely  infe¬ 
rior 

‘c  This  Patient,  according  to  the  Certificate 
of  M.  La  Motte ,  had  been  before  treat¬ 
ed  with  Fridtions,  taken  the  Turbith  Mine¬ 
ral,  Decodtions  of  the  Woods,  white  Pre¬ 
cipitate,  and  the  coralline  Mercury  I 

fhail 


*  See  my  Obfervations,  Pag.  48.  Sedt.  76. 
f  Mr.  Keyfer' s  Narrative  and  Letter  alfo  inform  us,  that  his 
Body  became  emaciated  to  the  greateft  Degree ;  and  that  he 
was  reduced  to  the  lad  State  of  Weaknefs.  He  was  therefore 
as  fit  a  Subjedt  for  a  mild  Mercurial,  as  the  Perfon  whole 
Cafe  is  related  by  M.  Le  Cat.  Indeed,  no  other  of  that 
6  Clafs 
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fhall  not  enquire  whether  thefe  had  been 
judicioufly  adminiftered,  lince  we  know  for 
a  Certainty,  were  they  fo  applied,  that  Fric¬ 
tion,  the  Sublimate  Corrofive,  &c.  have  at 
lead  equal  Succefs  with  Mr.  Keyjers  Re- 


I  fhall  conclude  this  AbftraCt  from  Mr. 
Faber ,  with  a  Reflection  which  does  me 
too  much  Honour,  viz.  That  there  is  the 
greateft  Concordance  between  his  Senti¬ 
ments  of  this  (and  others)  Mercurial  Medi¬ 
cine,  and  my  own. 

He  appears  to  be  a  thorough  Mailer  of 
the  SubjeCt  he  writes  on  ;  but  the  Imparti¬ 
ality  and  Generofity  he  has  difcovered,  not- 
withftanding  the  injurious  Treatment  he 
complains  of  is  truly  admirable,  and  what 
I  would  ever  with  to  imitate. 

Clafs,  could  be  given  him  at  that  Time,  without  the  utmoft 
Hazard.  I  have  myfelf  frequently  experienced  the  happy 
EfFedl  of  very  mild  Mercurials,  in  Cafes  fimilar  to  this ; 
but  efpecially  in  Conjuftion  with  the  Sarfaparil'a  Decottion  : 
And  there  are  many  Inftances  where  this  laft  Medicine  alone 
has,  in  fuch  Circumftances  of  theDifeafe,  performed  the  moil 
furpri zing  Cures.  See  my  Tranflation  of  Boerhaave^ag.  3^6. 

*  Our  Author  fays,  Mr.  Keyfer  had  lately  attacked  him 
in  a  Manner  the  moll  unjuft  ;  and  that  in  a  Letter  he  wrote 
to  a  refpe&able  Perfon,  he  had  charged  him  with  a  Falfity, 
which  he  had  not  as  yet  condefcended  to  anfwer.  It  feems 
from  him,  as  if  Mr.  Keyfer  would  not  fufFer  any  of  his  own 
Countrymen,  however  eminent,  to  fpeak  their  Sentiments 
of  his  Medicine,  with  Impunity.  I  have,  to  prevent  his 
charging  me  with  felectmg  random  Paftages,  tranfiated,  or 
given  the  Senfe  of  all  that  Mr.  Faker  has  faid.  I  refer  our 
Readers  to  this  celebrated  Traite  des  Maladies  Vhieriennes ,  in 
Proof  of  it.  I  (hail  purfue  the  fame  Method  with  our  ano¬ 
nymous  Author. 


We 
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We  (hall  now  permit  the  anonymous  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Parallele  des  differ entes  Methodes 
de  tr niter  la  Maladie  Venirienne ,  to  produce 
his  Evidence.  He  divides  his  Hiftory  of 
your  Medicine  into  two  Periods  :  The 
Arif  comprehends  all  the  Manoeuvres  made 
Ufe  of  for  its  Eftablifhment,  The  fecond 
commences  from  its  Introduction  into  the 
Royal  Hofpitals. 

FIRST  PERIOD. 

<e  This  Medicine,  like  all  others  of  the 
Kind,  commenced  its  Reputation  by  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  proper  Perfons,  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  continually  in  different  Circles,  as 
Places  of  Entertainments,  pubic  Walks,  and 
Coffee-Houfes,  to  extol  its  Merit,  and  to 
caufe  its  Encomiums  to  be  inferted  in  the 
periodical  Works,  with  which  Paris  is  over¬ 
flowed,  that  a  Medicine  was  difcovered  of  fuch 
admirable  Properties,  as  would  cure  infalli¬ 
bly  the  Venereal  Difeafe  without  Delay , 
without  any  Manner  of  Inconvenience  j  but 
above  all,  without  Salivation ;  that  eight 
or  ten  Days  was  fufficient  for  a  radical  Cure9 
and  that  withput  any  Sort  of  Precaution ; 
fince  the  Patient  might  eat ,  drink ,  and  fol¬ 
low  his  ordinary  Occupations . 

<c  Thefe  Promifes,  fo  flattering,  and  pub- 
lifhed  with  fo  much  Effrontery  in  the  Face 
of  the  whole  World,  muff  of  Neceffity  draw 

the 


the  Attention  of  thofe,  who,  confulting  on¬ 
ly  the  Benevolence  of  their  own  Hearts* 
thought  they  fhould  do  themfelves  Honour 
by  patronizing  and  fupporting,  with  all  their. 
Credit,  a  Remedy  fo  truly  ferviceable  to  their 
Fellow-Creatures. 

The  Parallel  then  demondrates  howfalfe 
thofe  Promifes  were,  by  informing  us  that 
the  Soldiers,  treated  by  thofe  Pills,  were  re¬ 
drained  by  the  drided  Injunctions,  from 
all  the  Liberties  fo  publicly  allowed  ; 
and  fays,  that  the  Difpenfors  and  Attend¬ 
ants  of  the  Hofpital  of  French  Guards  in 
the  Rue  de  Burgogne ,  behind  the  Val  de 
Grace ,  declare  always  that  the  Patients  were 
falivated  by  thefe  Pills,  and  for  the  mod  Part 
very  copioufly.  He  then  afks  ( reafonably 
enough)  how  thofe  thus  falivated  could  eat- 
and  drink  as  common,  and  follow  their  or- 
dinary  Occupations  without  Redraint  ? 

He  next  informs  us  of  what  pafied  in  the 
Hofpital  of  Bicetre ,  Anno  175 6,  where  they 
were  tried  by  Mr.  Thomas ,  at  the  R.equeft  of 
a  Friend  of  his,  whom  he  was  defirous  to 
oblige.  His  Report  of  their  Inefficacy,  that 
they  produced  Vomitings,  Gripings,  Cholics, 
and  Dyfenteries ;  the  Methods  taken  to  dis¬ 
credit  Mr.  Thomas's  Tedimony,  and  his  E- 
jedtment  from  that  Hofpital,  in  Conlequence 
of  thofe  Manoeuvres.  The  Favour  and  Pro- 
teftion  he  met  with  from  the  Archbifliop, 
the  chief  Magidrates,  and  other  refpedabie 
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Ferfonages,  who,  refenting  his  unjuft  Treats 
ment,  procured  him  the  Place  of  Surgeon 
in  Chief  to  the  general  Hofpital,  which  he 
poffeffed  till  his  Death,  which  happened  in 
176/. 

We  come  now  to  three  Cafes,  published 
in  the  Journal OEconomique,  1757,  faid  to  be 
cured  by  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Pills :  But  this  is  de¬ 
nied  by  our  Author ;  and  in  a  Letter  pub- 
lifhedatP^m,  wherein,  fays  he,  the  Falfity  of 
this  Article,  is  expofed.  The  fecond  of  thefe 
Cafes  was  authenticated  by  Mr.  Guerin ,  July 
30,  1 757.  This  Patient  had,  amongft  other 
Venereal  Symptoms,  a  Bubo,  which  Mr. 
Keyfer  faid  was  cancerous,  thus  exprefied 
by  Mr.  Guerin ,  Sfui  avoit  un  coup  dceil 
(tancereux .  All  thefe  were  common  Cafes. 
If  therefore  they  were  not  cured,  it  was 
fhameful ;  and  if  they  were,  I  cannot 
conceive  what  Honour  or  Reputation  could 
be  derived  to  Mr.  Keyfer  $  Pills  (or  any  o- 
'thers)  by  their  Publication.  Page  199,  pro¬ 
duces  an  Inftance  of  the  Advantage  taken 
by  the  Author  of  the  Journal  of  Medicine  of 
the  great  and  learned  Aftruc,  who  for  fome 
Reafon  or  other  happened  not  to  put  his 
Name  to  a  Book  of  Tumours ,  then  publifti-  . 
ed  by  him.  I  juft  mention  this,  as  it  is  fo 
a-propos  to  our  anonymous  Writer. 

He  next  produces  the  Teftimony  of  a 

be  ex¬ 
cepted 


Man,  whofe  Evidence  will  fcarcely 
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cepted  to  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the 

Name  and  Character  of  the  great  Dr.  AJtruc ; 
who  afferted,  1759,  That  the  Remedy  Mr. 
Kexfer  adminiders,  under  the  Name  of  Dra¬ 
gees,  cures  as  little  as  others.  It  is  a  Fa£t 
well  known,  and  which  alfo  I  can  myfelf 
atted,  that  I  have  feen  within  this  lad  Year 
more  than  twelve  Perfons,  who  after  having 
taken  this  Remedy  for  three  or  four  Months, 
had  the  Pox  as  bad  as  before ;  nay,  worfe, 
on  Account  of  the  Lofs  of  Time  fudained 
by  taking  them.  Neverthelefs,  fays  he,  one 
cannot  deny  that  Keyfer  s  Pills  do  fometimes 
palliate  the  Difeafe ;  nay,  even  efface  the 
Appearances  of  it  for  fome  Time,  and  thus 
deceive  thofe  who  patronize  them  :  But  then 
the  Dilorder  not  only  returns  again,  with 
greater  Violence,  but  it  is  alfo  more  difficult 
to  cure  than  ever.” 

t 

If  this  Teffimony  was  really  given  by  Dr. 
AJlruc ,  I  cannot  help  thinking  he  was  rather 
more  fevere  than  he  ought  to  be  :  For  it  is 
certain  there  is  no  Kind  of  Mercurial  Prepa¬ 
ration  whatever,  but  what  will  fometimes 
Cure,  even  the  word  Species  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  when  properly  adminidered.  We 
are  very  fure  that  Mr.  Kexfer  s  is  of  that  Spe¬ 
cies,  and  that  it  is  entitled  as  fuch  to  fome 
Edeem,  though  in  an  inferior  Degree  to 
mod  others,  confidered  in  a  general  View. 

The  latter  Part  of  this  Period  is  filled  with 
an  Account  of  the  Methods  pra&ifed,  to 

D  2  procure 
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1  *-  f 

procure  the  Admiffion  of  this  Medicine  into 
the  Military  Hofpitals  of  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Rhine ,  during  the  laft  War. 

.  T.K  •  .  ,  *'  '  A  ^ 

*  "  ,  4  *  "  '  '  K  \ 

SECOND  PERIOD, 

f  * 

¥* 
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Finilhes  the  Hiflory  of  its  Eftablifhment 
in  the  Military,  and  its  Introduction  into 
Royal  Hofpitals  :  He  recites  a  long  Letter, 
dated  Verf allies ,  Sept.  1762,  figned  by  the 
Name  of  M.  Le  Due  de  ChoifeuP  and  lent  to 
the  Intendants  of  the  Army.  In  this  Letter 
Orders  are  given  to  caufe  the  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  to  make  Ufe  of  Mr.  Keyfers  Pills, 
for  which  many  Reafons  are  urged  :  Amongft 
the  red,  that  of  leffening  the  Expence ,  fince 
it  was  now  become  the  Property  of  the  King, 
and  of  Confequence  an  Article  of  the  Fi¬ 
nance. 

One  Expreffion  contained  in  this  Epiflle 
is,  I  am  deter  milled  to  punijh ,  and  aifo  remove 
thofe  Surgeons ,  who  do  not  comply  with  thefe 
Orders ,  Thofe  who  did  not  were  difeard- 
ed,  and  thofe  who  had  ufed  a  Box  or  fo  of 
Mr.  Keyfers  Pills,  fupplied  their  Places ;  that 
is,  were  rewarded  *. 

From  Page  223  to  246,  is  principally  oc¬ 
cupied  with  Extracts  from,  and  Reflections 
on,  Mr.  Keyfer  s  InftruCtions  for  the  taking 
of  his  Pills,  impreffed  by  Order  of  the  King, 

_  •  <■  ft.  -  *  *  .  *  * 

*  Sea  Introdudtion  to  my  Obfervations. 

,  r  1762. 
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1762.  From  which  it  appears,  that 
they  produce  ail  thofe  Effects  ( whenever 
they  do  any  Service )  peculiar  to  every  other 
Species  of  Mercurials,  even  to  Salivation  ; 
and  that  thefe  Effe&s  are  brought  about, 
by  gradually  increafed  Dofes,  till  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Pills  taken  become  enormous, 
and  continued  a  long  Time.  That  they 
‘produce  oftentimes  Vomitings,  Gripings, 
and  violent  Dyfenteries,  he  appeals  to  thefe 
Inftruftions  of  Mr.  Keyfer,  to'  the  ilofpitals 
of  Befan^on,  Montpelier ,  Strajburg ,  Metz , 
and  Mezieres ,  &c.  in  Proof  cf  his  AfTertions. 
He  now  afks  again,  How  thefe  Patients  can 
eat,  drink,  and  manage  their  Affairs  ?  and 
ridicules,  what  he  calls  a  Fineffe  of  Mr.  Key - 
fer  s ;  where  he  fays,  It  is  not  the  Treatment, 
hut  the  Kifeafe ,  which  prevents  their  enjoying 
thofe  Privileges .  He  compares  Mr.  Keyfers 
Pills  to  the  Panacea  Mercurius  Dulcis ,  Tur- 
bith  Mineral,  and  many  other  Mercurial 
Preparations,  wrhich  have  at  one  Time  or 
other  had  a  Reputation  equal  to  his  Medi¬ 
cine.  He  confiders  them  all  as  infufficient 
to  cure  a  confirmed  Pox;  but  that  Mr.  Key - 
Jer  s  is  fo,  he  declares  from  his  Experience : 
For,  fays  he,  I  have  feen  it  with  my  own  Eyes 
at  Montpelier ,  where  Mr.  Sarrau ,  who  treat¬ 
ed  many  Patients  with  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
Had  one  who  had  taken  thefe  Pills  for  eight 
Months  without  any  Benefit,  that  was  after- 
cured  by  Friftions.  The  Regifre  of  Bicetre , 
*  -  .  and 
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and  the  Petite  Maifons  at  Paris ,  are  filled 
with  the  Names  of  thofe  who  had  taken  them 
without  Succefs. 

An  eminent  Surgeon  who  attended  on  the 
Adminiftration  of  thefe  Pills  at  Befan$on>  fays, 
that  the  Soldiers  treated  there  were  cured  in 
Appearance  5  but  that  the  Ufage  of  this  Re¬ 
medy  caufed  violent  Gripmgs  and  Dyfente- 
ries ;  that  the  common  Dofe  rarely  fufficed; 
that  thofe  who  took  two  Boxes  wrere  always 
falivated',  that  the  Treatment  of  Buboes 
was  very  long  and  dangerous :  Thofe  that 
Were  opened  did  not  fuppurate  well ;  the 
Difcharge  was  ichorous,  their  Edges  callous* 
and  the  whole  Sore  terrible  to  behold.  They 
might  be  faid  to  be  cancerous ,  although  they 
were  true  Venereal  Buboes ;  cejl  le  coup  d'ceily 
&c.  All  which,  &c.  might  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed  by  other  and  better  Treatment. 

A  Surgeon  in  the  Country,  fays  he,  writes 
me  Word,  that  he  had  lately  a  Patient  under 
his  Care,  who  had  taken  1900  of  thefe  Pills, 
without  Benefit ;  and  that  he  had  cured  him 
by  Mercurial  Friftions.  Another  Surgeon 
writes  thus  from  Befanqon,  where  Mr.  Ber¬ 
nier  has  the  Care  of  the  Venereal  Patients : 
“  This  Medicine  does  not  fucceed  in  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea;  it  renders  Buboes  cancerous;  where 
it  fucceeds,  it  falivates,  according  to  the  In- 
ftruftions  of  Mr.  KeyferP 
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Particular  Cases. 

> 

"Jean  Vower  Soldier,  of  the  Regiment  of 
Nice,  of  the  Company  of  Chandepy ,  remain¬ 
ed  four  Months  and  a  half  at  the  Hofpital  of 
Montpelier  for  a  Venereal  Bubo,  which  was 
open  when  he  was  admitted.  He  took  1 160 
of  Keyfers  Pills,  and  was  not  cured.  He 
was  fent  to  breathe  his  natural  Air,  but  re- 

\ 

rnained  the  fame,  till  he  was  again  prefented 
to  the  Hofpital  of  Montpelier . 

A  Man,  named  Arnaux ,  Soldier,  of  the 
Regiment  of  Lyonnois ,  of  the  Company  of 
Maupertuis ,  was  taken  into  the  Hofpital  of 
Montpelier .  He  took  730  of  thefe  Pills  for 
a  Cancre  under  his  Prepuce,  which  re-ap¬ 
peared  with  many  Puftules,  eight  Days  after 
his  Difmiilion  from  the  Hofpital.  He  was 
afterwards  fent  to  the  Hofpital  of  Metz  to  be 
cured. 

-  ■  ■  \ 

George  Vidame  Soldier,  of  the  fame  Com¬ 
pany  of  Maupertuis ,  took  960,  at  the  Hof¬ 
pital  of  Montpelier .  He  had  Cancres  and  a 
Gonorrhoea:  The  Cancres  difappeared;  the 
Gonorrhoea  continued.  Forty  Days  after  his 
Difmiffion,  Condyloma’s  appeared  upon  his 
Anus.  He  was  then  fent  to  Metz  to  be 
cured,  where  the  Pills  were  again  ufed  :  And 
though  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons. did  then 
authenticate  his  Cure,  it  is  nevertheiefs.  cer¬ 
tain,  .that  his  Diforder  returned  in  a  few 
Days,  and  that  he  underwent  a  third  Treat- 

men 
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ment  on  that  Account Then  it  is,;  he  fays, 
Ouferoit  un  Volume ,  &c.  * 

M.  'Luciy  Intendant  of  Strajburgh ,  order¬ 
ed,  in  the  Month  of  July,  1765,  the  Stir-'* 
geoti  Major  of  the  Troops  garrifoned  in 
that  City,  to  reprefent  the  State  of  their  Sol¬ 
diers  in  each  Regiment,  who  had  been  treat¬ 
ed  by  thefe  Pills.  ... 

In  the  Regiment  of  Pi  cardie ,  out  of  twen¬ 
ty-three  Soldiers,  four  had  Pains  of  their 
Limbs,  without  any  other  Symptoms  when 
they  entered.  Thefe  Pains  continued  the 
fame.  Six  others  were  not  cured.  They 
either  had  Cancres,  fiffulous  Buboes,  with 
indurated  Glands,  or  Condyloma’s.  All  thofe 
who  had  taken  the  Pills  for  the  Gonorrhoea, 
were  not  at  all  relieved. 

One  Soldier  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  after 
having  taken  3000  of  thefe  Pills,  had  an  Ex- 
oftofis  of  the  Tibia.  He  fpeaks  nearly  the 
fame  of  the  Regiment  de  la  Marche  Prince , 
&c .  whofe  Venereals  remained  from  50,  60, 
to  78  Days  in  the  Hofpital  of  Mezieres  j 
and  fays,  thefe  Inftances  afford  the  mod  po- 
fitive  Proofs  againft  the  contrary  Atteflation 
of  the  Surgeon  Major  at  Mezieres .  He  thus 

4.  *  ' 
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the  Informations  received  from  all 
Parts  concerning  the  bad  Effedt  of  thefe  Pills 
of  Mr.  Keyfer ,  what  Credit  can  be  given  to 

*  See  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Letter,  Pag.  4.  and  my  Qbferva- 
£j.C?ns,  Pag.  114.  Introduction. 
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the  Lifts  every  two  Months  in  the  Mercury 
of  France  ?  As  that  of  January  1764,  where 
they  fay  thirty  Soldiers  were  thereby  cured ; 
of  which  twelve  had  before  ufed  Frictions, 
without  EfFeft.  This  is  averred  without 
Proof ;  but  we  (fays  our  Author)  can  give 
a  hundred  Inftances  of  Gentlemen  cured  by 
Fri&ions,  where  the  Pills  have  failed. 

In  the  fame  Mercury ,  Jan .  1764,  Vol.  I. 
Pag.  129,  is  an  Extrad  of  a  Letter  wrote  by 
M.  Dubarquies ,  Com  miliary  of  War  at  Fou- 
lon,  to  the  Due  de  Cboifeul ,  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  cancerous  Tumour  of  the  Lip 
cured  by  thefe  Pills.  Our  Author  exclaims 
againft  this  Account,  as  a  grofs  Impofition 
on  the  Due  de  Cboifeul  and  the  World.  The 
Patient's  Name  was  Claude  Gui chard.  Can¬ 
noneer  to  the  Corps  Royal  of  the  Company 
of  CharpoJJin ,  who  entered  the  Hofpital  of 
Foulon ,  on  the  Account  of  two  Buboes.  This 
Cancer  broke  out  a  Month  after  he  had  taken 
400  Pills,  and  increafed  till  it  had  corroded 
the  Cartilage  of  the  right  Ala  of  his  Noftril. 
On  the  27th  of  December ,  1763,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Royal  Hofpital  of  Montpelier . 
How  then  could  M.  Dubarquies  give  this  At- 
teftation  in  January  1764?  Or  Mr.  Keyfex  s 
Medicine  cure  a  true  Cancer  of  the  Lip,  when 
it  had  failed  in  a  Venereal  Bubo,  whole  Afpcdl 
only  was  cancerous  ? — -Un  coup  d'ceil,  &c . 
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He  next  relates  the  Cafes  of  a  Nobleman 
and  a  Gentleman  of  our  Country,  where 
thefe  Pills  failed.  Their  further  Ufe  was 
prohibited  by  Mr.  Ccefar  Hawkins ,  who  af¬ 
terwards  cured  both  thefe  Patients.  Pie  fays, 
the  Surgeons  Major  of  the  French  Troops  are 
fully  convinced  of  their  Inutility,  but  that 
they  are  obliged  to  give  their  Certificates, 
and  keep  up  the  Deception,  or  lofe  their 
Employments. 

I  have  now  done  with  our  anonymous  Au¬ 
thor,  from  whom  I  might  have  feledted 
much  more  to  the  fame  Purpofe.  But  this 
is  lufficient  for  my  prefent  Defign,  which  was 
to  (how  what  Kind  of  Evidences  he  produces 
againft  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Medicine. 

1  have  juft  received  the  following  Anec¬ 
dote  from  a  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty  at 
Leyden ,  who  was  a  Student  at  Strajbourg ,  in 
Alj'ace ,  for  feveral  Years ;  where,  fays  he, 
*£  They  are  obliged,  by  Order  of  the  King 
of  France ,  to  follow  Mr.  Keyfer  §  Method  in 
the  public  Hofpitals,  though  it  is  contrary  to 
the  Judgment  of  mod  of  the  Surgeons ;  who 
pbjed:,  that  the  Cure  is  by  no  Means  certain.’" 

The  following  Fadt  happened  while  he 
was  at  S trafoourg  *  :  “  In  the  Beginning  of 

the 


*  Thefe  are  his  Words  :  “  Initio  anni ,  1763,  jujju  regis 
Galjiarum  omnibus  luc  Celtica  laborantibus>  &  in  nofocomio  Gal¬ 
ileo  an  entities  decumbenlibus  txhib$ba,ntur  pilules  Kj/eri.  Ade- 
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the  Year  1763,  more  than  two  hundred 
Soldiers  were  at  one  and  the  fame  Time  put 
under  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Method  for  the  Cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  were  foon  difmiffied 
the  Hofpital  as  perfectly  cured  :  But  in  a 
few  Weeks  the  Diforder  appeared  again  in 
moft  of  thefe  Patients,  who  were  admitted 
a  fecond  Time  3  when,  convinced  of  the 
Insufficiency  of  Mr.  Keyfer  s  Pills,  they  pe¬ 
tition  to  be  falivated.  Which  being  grant¬ 
ed,  they  underwent  that  Procels  about  the 
Month  of  Augujl  the  fame  Year.”  My  Cor- 
refpondent  then  informs  me,  the  Advocates 
for  Mr.  Keyfer  alledge,  that  thefe  Fellows 
had  received  a  freffi  Infedion  ;  but  that  of 
this  there  was  no  Proof  fro  nor  contra . 

As  to  affirmative  Proofs  of  this  Kind,  it 
is  needlefs  to  require  them,  becaufe  they  are 
Seldom  or  never  granted  3  nor  are  they  at  all 
neceffary  here  :  For  if  all  thefe  Soldiers  had 
acquired  a  freffi  Infedion,  they  mud  needs  be 
fenfible  of  it,  or  at  lead:  that  they  deferved  it, 
which  is  the  fame  Thing  (as  it  refpeds  their 
Confcioufnefs  and  Condud :)  I  fay,  why 
then  ffiould  they  requeft  to  be  falivated  for 
a  freffi  Complaint  ?  which  at  the  word  could 


rant  tunc  temporis  plus  quern  200  milites ,  quorum  plurimi  folo  hoc 
remedio  brenji  ad  prijiinam  redibant  fanitatem.  V ix  aliquas  fep~ 
timanas  reliqucrant  nofod&cknum  cum  morbo  recrudefcente ,  in  plu~ 
rimisy  nofocomium  iterum  falutabant.  Horrebant  remedium  Ky- 
feri  {£  petebant  falinjationemy  iff  erf  us  menftm  Augujium  incipie- 
bant  friftiones  mercuriales  adbiberi  il/is  qui  per  Kyferi  remedium 
non  curari  poterant. 
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fiot  be  more  than  a  real  or  fpurious  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  in  io  very  (hort  a  Space  as  a  few 
Weeks,  when  they  had  fo  lately  experienced 
the  Sweetnefs,  Eafe ,  Pleafurey  and  Profit  of 
the  Dragees ,  to  the  perfect  Cure  of  all  their 
former  Venereal  Symptoms,  of  what  Degree 
or  Kind  foever.  I  will  therefore  venture  to 
ajfiert ,  without  Hefitation ,  that  either  the 
old  Complaints  were  not  cured,  or  that  a 
Majority  of  two  hundred  French  Soldiers 
were  downright  Fools  or  Madmen.  If  what 
has  been  faid  from  my  own  Experience, 
from  M.  Faber ,  the  Parallel ,  and  the  above 
Faff,  fhould  not  be  thought  fufficient  to 
prove,  Float  Mr*  Keyferh  Remedy  is  ?nore 
flow,  uncertain ,  and  dangerous  (as  a  general 
Medicine)  than  other  more  common  Mercurial 
Preparations  to  be  met  with  every  where ,  it 
is  in  my  Power  to  favour  the  Public  with 
many  more  fubftantial  Evidences  to  that 
Purpofe  ;  but  thefe  appear  to  me  at  prefent 
unneceffary,  and  would  greatly  exceed  the 
Limits  of  a  Letter^ 
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